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On 2/5/76, Supervisor INTO, returned 

a call to Mr. Quinlan J. Shea, jr^^^Tn^JepBty Attorney 
General's (DAG) Staff, who said he had been informed by Civil 
Rights Division Assistant Attorney General Pottinger that 
Supervisor Campbell was the custodian of the King tapes and 
Shea desired some information from Campbell. It was explainer 
to Shea that Pottinger was apparently given a wrong impression 
when he, Pottinger, listened to some of these tapes. Superviso, 
William Campbell of the Laboratory played the tapes for Pottii 
but Campbell’s connection with them are primarily of a technical 
nature. As to the "custodian" of the tapes, Shea was told that, 
in Bureau reeords they are charged to Section Chief J. G. Deegan 
and maintained in the latter’s office but that if Shea wants 
to talk to the person most knowledgeable as to the tapes, it jAl s 



i cc ^ [someone is attempting to obtain the tapes. He said that it 

JT I .-.---Am.. hU-A. k- tta a sj.r-t s- A *- n fViA Pi Af fa OimnnT'f JiTl ' AnnP 


I 


desire 


A 


Shea then said that his purpose in calling was a" ^ 
to protect the DAG relative to a pending suit wherein f 



£ nr^acj^^ 




J necessary that he give advice to the DAG to support an' appeal ; 
regarding a denial of information to the person seeking the tapes. 
Shea indicated that research resulted in a determination that the 
privacy issue relating to King himself could not be raised as 

King is dead but that the Department was exploring the — 

issues as relating to the King family. At this point,! 
inquired as to whether or not Shea was aware of the eff 
which were initiated by the King family through its attorneys 
to obtain FBI files concerning King. Shea said he was not 
familiar with this fact and it lea suggeste<rtd WMn 

100-106670 .. H 
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might desire to consult with Assistant Attorney General 
Antonin Scalia. (It will be recalled that early in 1975, 
Assistant Director Mint* was present at a conference with 
Departmental officials, including Scalia and attorneys for 
the King family because of the family* s desire to obtain the 
FBI's files on King). __ 


•*- 


!;• 






Shea aid he had no desire to hear the tapes which 
he frequently referred to as the **sex tapes** but wanted to have 
some idea of their contents. It was explained to him that wHLe 
the tapes* contents were primarily of personal activities, they 
were not to the exclusion of other matters such as discussions 
of current events, civil rights issues and conversations 
between King and his advisors. 


1>X$ 


f inquired of Shea as to exactly what he 
wanted to know that he would use in his advice to the DAG. 

He stated that he would like to know whether or not the 
tevelation of these tapes would be embarrassing to the King 
(family and whether or not it would lead to an harassment of 
Ithe family. He was told that such revelation would be 
1 embarrassing but that it was not clear what he meant by 
*harassment. He then asked whether such revelation would likely 
result in the family being submitted to questions from the 
press that might be harassing to them. He was told tha^suc^^^ 
revelations would quite likely so result. Concluding, 
told him that if he desired any more information, it mignt oe 
best for A||H[^Vto visit his office. He responded that he did ) 
not further needs in this matter. 
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jr'- SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


PURPOSE: 


I - Mr. E, S. Miller 
1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 
DATE: 5/23/73 

1 - Mr. J. A. Mint* 

1 - Mr. C. E. Glass 


cJP' 


l*. Bafcar 

Ik. Cal Ulus 

Ik. CJaralaM 

Up Conrad 

Jr Mr. Gefahardl 

f" Ik. Jnokiaa 

__ Ik.teabaU ./ 

Ik. So y a 

Ik. Thoacwaa 

Ik. Wallara 

' Tbin. Room 

Ik. Baiaa 

Mr. B«h 


Ik. Haringtoa 
ik. eakw^ 


To advise you of a New York Times article (copy 

attached) on 5/21/73 containing charges by retired Special Agent (SA) 
Arthur Murtagh that the Bureau in aH'getf King* 1 "movement used 
electronic surveillance material to undermine the support of ?the 
late Martin Iuther King, Jr., among his white backers. II lA&fty 


M 

SYNOPSIS : V r/ 

^ Arthur Leo Murtagh, age 51, a retired SA practicing lav i 

in Constable, New York, Is very critical of^the Bureau and is I A 
writing a book about his Bureau experiences. In an interview b)^jke 
New York Times he made allegations that the electronic surveillance 
ef"th«T late Martin Iuther King, Jr,, was part of a "get King" move® 
^ ment in the FBI triggered by a hatred of King by the late Director 
SWj Hoover, Murtagh was assigned to the security squad in Atlanta which 
riCH handled the King case but he was working on other assignments during 
To 2*2 the time of the electronic surveillance of King. He was known in 
j Atlanta to be very critical of the disciplinary policies of 
; Hr. Hoover and of the Bureau's weight program. We are checking out 
those allegations which can be checked but our files show that the 
c/3 , l > surveillance of King was justified and was approved by former 
^ Attorned General (AG) Robert Kennedy. 

laW* 1^ mr',74 -3953 

x ^ In addition to The New York Times article there are attached 

copies of six Bureau documents showing the justification for and the 
extent 6 f our electronic coverage of King and the propriety of that 
coverage as evidenced by the fact that the coveragevj^ approved by 
Robert Kennedv. the AG at the ^ ^ - 
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The Atlanta Office has no information to confirm that 
there was any attempt to assign frftirtagh to the King phone tap 



Murtagh was bora 9/25/21, entered on duty as an SA on 
| 4/16/51 and voluntarily retired 9/25/71. He served in Atlanta ' 

I from 10/30/60 to his retirement date. He is reportedly practicing 
\ law in Constable, New York. 

Regarding Murtagh* s allegation that one of the top 
officials from Bureau headquarters in Washington, D. C., had tried 
to persuade community leaders in Atlanta that they should not attend 
a banquet for King, Atlanta has indicated that former Assistant to 
the Director William C. Sullivan was In Atlanta about 1965 to attend 
a conference and at that time Sullivan made an appointment: with and 
talked to the late Ralph McGill, editor of ttyp v " Atlanta Constitution" 
but the substance of their conversatio n is not known . The appoint- . \ 
meat was reportedly arranged by SA^^^HII^BHB^gOittretired, 
who accompanied Mr. Sullivan but did not remain duri^¥n* conver- 
sation. Mr. Sullivan at the time ^lso attempted to arrange an 
appointment with the late Bishop Hallinan of Atlanta but this 
appointment did not materialize. As of this time we have found no 


C- 


* I ' 


2 


CONTINUED - OVER 



> ^ 


# 


€ 


Memorandum G. C. Moore to Mr. E. S. Miller 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR. 

100-106670 


information in our files regarding the nature of the conversation 
between Mr. Sullivan and Mr. McGill. We are continuing our 
efforts to locate such information and you will be advised of 
\ the results of our search. 

On this subject the "Atlanta Constitution" on 5/22/73 
carried an article indicating that the Mayor of Atlanta at the 
j time and other city and state leaders were asked by the newspaper 
I if the FBI had tried to interfere in anyway with the banquet for 
King and all denied any knowledge of such an attempt. 

Atlanta can find no record of anyone connected with 
\ the Bureau contacting Eugene Patterson, also an editor of the 
j "Atlanta Constitution," regarding King’s plans to meet a woman 
1 at an airport in Florida as stated in the attached article. 

In an effort to further pin down the allegation that 
McGill and Patterson were contacted we are conducting a file 
review which will be very lengthy to determine if there is any 
record of such contacts and to determine the details thereof. 

The results of this review will be furnished later. MUrtagh’ s 
charges that intimate details of King’s personal life were 
furnished to newsmen who were urged to write articles disclosing 
them cannot be substantiated in Bureau files. One article by 
Jack Anderson on 8/24/69 did refer to details of King’s personal 
misconduct and quoted from a Bureau document but our files 
Indicate that this information was not provided to Anderson or 
anyone else except The White House which requested the interview 
that developed the information. 

I As indicated in the attached article, Murtagh is in 

the process of writing a book and is apparently using The 
New York Times article to air sensationalism which will help sell 

t his book. Except for the allegations regarding McGill and the 
T statement by Patterson there is little in the article which can 
be checked out. Murtagh is quoted as qualifying many of his 
> statements with such statements as "in an apparent effort to 
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undermine King” ; "the persuasion was said to have included"; "he 
said that he could offer no proof but that he believed completely 41 
and "from all the things I saw it appeared to me." Perhaps his 
book when published will contain more information on the bases 
for some of his allegations. 


Until such time that such information is forthcoming 
and can be checked out we must go by the record which shows that 
contrary to Murtagh's conjectures that the electronic surveillance 
on King was triggered by Mr. Hoover* s hatred of King, the 
electronic coverage of King was justified and was approved by* the 
AG at the time. 


The attached article has been referred to Inspector 
John A. Mintz for an opinion as to any Federal violation here. 

A preliminary opinion by Inspector Mintz is that there appears * 
to be no Federal violation on the part of Murtagh. 


ACTION : 

For information. You will be kept advised of any 
additional information developed. 








A' 


ADDENDUM BY LEGALCOUNSEL, 5/23/73 



While the Information reported in the "NY Times" article 
attributed to former SA Murtagh does not appear to constitute a violation 
of any Federal statute, it is very likely that his disclosure to the press 
violated the secrecy agreement which I understand he signed dated 
April 16, 1951. If it becomes necessary, it might be possible to request 
the Department to intercede in our behalf and apply for an injunction 
prohibiting Murtagh from furnishing additional information derived 
from FBI Mies. Such an injunction could be based on the agreement he 
signed in 1951. 
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If.B.I. Taps Called Plan 



By WALLACE TURNER 

A former agent ot the Fed- 

«ral Bureau of Investigation 
•ays that in the ninieen-sixties 
the bureau used material gained 
In an electronic surveillance of 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. in an apparent effort 
to undermine the late civil 
rights leader's support among 
bis white backers. 

The former agent also said 
that many newspapermen were 
urged to write articles disci o*- 
*?* intimate details of Dr.| 
King's personal life — details to 
be supplied by the bureau after 
they were picked up in the 
telephone taps. Three taps on 
Dr. King were said to have 
been much more widespread 
than had previously been re- 
ported. 

The former agent, Arthur 
Murtagh, a 51 -year-old lawyer 
now practicing in Constable, 
N.T„ told The New York 
Times in an interview that im- 
portant figures m the FBI 
even tried to persuade com- 
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porttn Lii g T es “ , L ™ iTht Jtev. Dr. Martin Luther Wag Jr. leaving J. Edgar 
munitv leader* ST/Xanta that ’i Hoow's office after conferring with the F.B.L director; 
they should not attend a ban- j on Dec. 1, 1964. Dr. King had requested the meeting [ 
quet that was held to honor Dr. during a bitter conti oversy between the two mow 


quet that was held to honor Dr.j during a bitter conti oversy between the two mow 

King after he won the Nobel* — ir-Yoc n iUm 

peace Prize in 1964. The persu-^ T tMr. Murtagh aaid be retired 

as ion was said to have include U hM H vin'P'ih* f*»n the bureau on the first] 

. «mir. e that th. borcao had SStZXSn ***•» h» w« eligible. «* «* 

derogatory information about JfJJl ™aAAh fhi^wo4d v 5 *ry critical of the bureau inc 

attftnded These brief glimpses made it * ** 
the banquet dear th at the Up was instiiuigU .ft* Wld 

7 Tap Disclosed fa 196* t 2ss5zd*=== ^ — ^ offer proof, but that he 

Mr. Murtagh retired from thelin ISctoberT 1963, and was con* ^ower as™ bureau director, 
bureau in September, 1971, ai-jtinued at least into 1965. There sought’ the authority to up 


The Washington Poet 
Times Herald 


ter 21 years of *enrice, ^ c,ud 'lwere suggestions that it lasted' Dr. King’s phones in order toj 
'LrSJTnr £ nTte'until 1958- when Dr. King was; get information to destroy the 


views with various independent has never given any Informs- JteuS Sklrw to investigate, 

•oun*^ tion *bout the tap. ‘the com plaints of Negroes) 

The fact that Dr. King's tele- “Martin Luther King became against white law enfoi^jiccL- 
ph ?TLJ2>vS PP ^ ^ the No. 1 bureau interest as — " T*" "M 

SSftam * vSfle^nator ^ w “ '&£'***> 

Robert F. Kennedy campaigned concerned • Mr. Murtagh said. to 1%3 

SSfiSfis 

&VT&8X1 &S!. Z. sz^jsslSl s 

Kmnedy, as Attorney General. Murtagh said. £ 

acquiesced in 1963 to J. Edgar The former agent, who *£*>,.*5 

Hoover’s repeated demands for describes himself as one of 

authority to tap. Mr. Hoover a half-dozen liberals who sur- to wESmmJ 

argued that. DrKing had asso- vtved in the bureau to reach {"* ** Sieved th e tap was 

dations with subversive groups retirement age. said he U now ***'•**- - -- -+* 

who sought to use the civil p fewto his notes to write a 
rights movement against the bock on bis experience*. 

SUtes“~' • #f foo -to iff- 


The Evening Star (Waahingtc 
The Sunday Star (Waahingtoi 

Daily New* (New York) 

Sunday New* (New York) _ 

New York Poat 

The New York Times -25 

The Daily World 

The New Leader 

The Wall Street Journal — 
The National Observer — 
People*# World 
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asked to-eap tow Wwf 
be could enforce such a refusal 
In a highly disciplined organ- 
ization such as the F.BL, Mr. 
Murtagh said that he had be- 
come known as a critic of 
mxat activities, and that his 
work in the Atlanta office was 
valuable to the agents as- 
signed to direct the office. 

He was paymaster, and “con- 
trol," for a network of under- 
cover informers who were “in 
place* in black organizations 
that were growig In importance 
at that time. He said, for ex- 
ample, that he was able to 
learn almost anything he want- 
ed to know about the opera- 
tion of the Southern Christian 1 
Leadership Conference, which. 
Dr. King headed. 

Mr. Murtagh said he once 
challenged the agent who ran 
the surveillance to say whether 
there was justification for the 
Contention that Dr. King wgs 
involved with subversives — die 
justification for the telephone 
txp. He quoted the agent is 
replying. “I would try to tell, 
qlners that there was, but. i 
vouldn’t try to tell it to yot."l 
, : Mr. Murtagh also said that 

extent of the electronic 
aurveilLance was never w< 4 l! 
understood outside limited cir- 
cles within the bureau. He said 
that it went on for at least 
three years, and that more than 
5.0CK3 telephone conversations 
were monitored. 

previously published accounts 
of Lbe telephone tap have in- 
dicated that only three tele- 
phones were involved — those in 
Dr. King'* home, at the South- 
ern Christian Leadership Con- 
ference offices in Atlanta, and 
at an office in New York that 
was used by the person that 
Mr. Hoover had argued was a I 
subversive attempting to misuse 
Dr. King. It was this contention 
that caused Robert Kennedy to 
approve the telephone tap. 

Mr. Murtagh said that tele- 
phones all over the United 
States were tapped, and that it 
{was not uncommon for the 
Atlanta bureau to discover that 
It had monitored a call, and that 
the other end of the call had 
Iwen monitored by a different 
listening post. 

“The surveillance was mas- 
sive and complete ,* 4 Mr. Murtagh 
ttkL “He couldn’t wiggle. They 
had him.- 

Fad Into Washington 

Sources in WiAineton con- 
firmed the broad oatlines of Mr. 
Murugh’s description. These 
•ouro-i confirmed that when 
Dr. King left Atlanta, the F.BX 
electronic surveillance went 
with him. and that hla tele- 
phones in hotels to other cities 
were upped, with reports of 
Mormauon derived from these 
fed into Washington 
‘ * d-it.v- 


ln another part of his inter* 
View, and again in a way that t 
4 voided the use of names, Mr. 
Murtagh said that 
King woo the Nobel 
Prize, the bureau made a well- 
orchestrated attempt to under- j 
mine the success of the banquet; 
that was held is Dr. King’s; 
honor in Atlanta. 

The former agent said that, 
persons who understood his 
critical attitude toward the 
bureau's activities in the civil 
rights field told him that an 
agent from the Atlanta office 
and one of the top officials: 
from Washington headquarters 
had called on two religious 
leaders and on the late Ralph j 
McGill, editor of the Atlanta j 
Constitution, to attempt to per-: 
suade them not to attend the, 
banquet I 

Mr. Murtagh again would not 
name the agent or the head- 
quarters official. But he said 
that the morning after the 
Washington man arrived at the 
Atlanta office, the agent said to 
Mr. Murtagh, "We’re going toj 
[get him today. Hoover is goings 
'io take care of King today.- ' 
i No Attack by Editor 
> Mr. Murtagh said that the 
Ijireau had agents assigned to 
be the contact men for persons 
such as newspaper editors, and 
that the man he quoted had 
been the contact for Mr. McGill.' 
This agent took the Washing- 
ton man to see Mr. McGill and 
the next day told Mr. Murtagh, 

“1 guess McGill will be taking) 
care of King." But the editor 
made no attack on the civil 
rights leader. 

While the death of Mr. Mc- 
Gill and the refusal of Mr. 
Murtagh to name the agents 
made it impossible to com>-j 
borate his story, an interview 
with Eugene Patterson, former j 
editor of The Constitution, 
produced a recollection that 
parallels the story told by Mr. 
Murtagh. 

Mr. Patterson, now president 
and publisher of The 5L Peters- 
burg (Fla.)) Times, said that 
in the spring of 19G4, he was 
called on by an F.BX agent,, 
whom he would not name. 

"You people have been giving 
vuppon to Martin Luther King,- 
Mr. Patterson quoted the agent 
as cayiog. “Don't you owe it 
to your readers to toll them 
what kind of man he is? Our 
information is that while he 
postures as airatmnrsl leader, 
he is running around with wo- 
men. Dont’ you think your read- 
ers ought to know this?" 

"I told him we didn't run a 
keyhole-peeking newspaper* 
Mr. Patterson remembered lay- 
ing. “I told him that kind or 
thing had nothing to do with 
thffwH-eights movemen t."' “ 


TP* VM'.' _ ^ _ 


ry 



I Mr. Patterson said the agent 
told him that Dr. King would 
meet a woman at an airport to 
Florida that weekend, and in- 
sisted that the Constitution 
send a reporter and photogra- 
pher to record the meeting 

Mr. Patterson refused. Some 
days later, the agent returned 
and again insisted that “he 
newspaper would not print the 
news if we give it to you," 
Mr. Patterson said. 

A day or so later, according 
to Mr. Patterson, the agent 
called and said, “our informa- 
tion is that the meeting is off 
so it’s a good thing you aidnT 
send anybody down t here." 

In reflecting on the electronic 
surveillance of Dr. King. Mr. 
Murtagh said, “from all the 
things I saw. It appeared to me 
to be a 'get King’ movement in 
the bureau. It was triggered by 
Hoover’s hatred of King as a 
result of King's criticism of the 
bureau back in '62 and *63." 

He also said that he was 
somewhat ashamed as he re- 
membered that one Saturday 
night, when the King telephone 
tap had been in existence for 
years, he agreed to spend four 
or five hours manning the lis- 
tening post when another agent 
hid an emergency that took 
him off duty. 

“I don’t really know why I 
if reed to do it," he said. “I 
guess it is that you go along _ 
'and watch it run and it gets so ‘ 
you really believe this is too 
mammoth and th ere is o othing, 
| could do." _____ * 
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communist influence 

RACIAL MATTERS ‘ 

■ 

The AG was contacted at bis request late this 
afternoon, said that Clarence Benjamin Jones, 

a NY attorney who has had close association with 
.Martin Luther King, and with Stanley Levinson 
(a concealed communist) , had been in to see Burke 
[Marshall about the racial situation. According to 
the AG', Jones had indicated ho had some reserva- 
tions* about talking with Levinson on the phone. 
Marshall thought he might have been referring to a 
possible telephone tap, and passed it off by telling, 
Jones ' this was something he we-uld have to take up 3 ? 


with Levinson ♦ 


\ 


Cl iV 1 ‘ cti) 


• r> , 

S-'y 


; The pu r po s e of the AG’s contact was that this 
bx'ought to his attention the possibility of effect- 
ing technical cover;. ge on both Jones and Martin 
Lutlier King. 1 t 6 ld the AG that I was not at all 
acquainted with Jones, but that, in so far as King was 
concerned, it v/as obvious frow the reports that he , 

was in a travel status practically all the time, and j/y 
it v/as, therefore, doubtful that a technical surveillance/' : * 
on his office or home would be very productive. I al 
^raised the question as to the repercussions if it 
* should ever become known that such a siirveillance,Jjy |4 
■ been put on King. RcC- 3 J /; A , ‘J ^ //£ 


also 7 
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The AG said this did 'not concern him at all;* 

that in view of the possible communist influence in i- 

the 'racial situation, he thought it advisable to 
have as complete coverage as possible. I. told him, } 
under the circumstances , that v/e would check -into thei 
natter to see if coverage was feasible and, if so, VjL* 
would submit an appropriate recommendation to him. / \ 

If you approve, ■' t?e will have a preliminary survey * ^ 
made to 7 *.soe if technical coverage is feasible with 
security. 


if technical coverage^ is 

//v;r 


V*' 


7/V/.J 


CAS : CSH- (4) 






^ V ^ U t 

’* 1 “ J c’"\^ a* .>-V" -r 


1 / 

urvey tity-- 
^ 2 # 







v >r 


' ^OJSJITEO STATES GO tN^ *UT 

Memorandum ^ 

- /?• 
to : Mr. Belmont' 


Mr. Bel: 




QcH. 


: j/, (subject: 


- . SSf 

C. A. Evan^ 


JUNE 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


rOi-y-J". 


' (the Attorney General orally informed me today that he had been. 


lance on Martin Luther King at his home and office and was now of thcii 
- ' opinion that this would be ill advised. ~ 


At the time the Attorney General initially asked for such a 
surveillance, he was told there was considerable doubt that the 
productivity of the surveillance would be worth the risk because King 
travels most of the time and that there might be serious repercussions 
should it ever become known the Government had instituted this coverage.. 
These were the very thoughts that the Attorney General expressed today 
in withdr awing his request. 


Ocol 

c^> 


With reference to the other technical surveillance requested 
at the same time, namely, the one on Clarence Benjamin Jones, the 
Attorney General felt this was on a different category and we should go 
forward with this coverage. It is noted that this was previously approved 


forward with this coverage. It is n 
in writing by the Attorney General. 


The memorandum we sent to the Attorney General on 


§ *2*^ July 23, 1963, requesting authority for the King surveillance has been // 
^ ^^jgetrieyed and is attached. £ sj/]y 


==uiUJ v-Vc 

ACTION TO BE TAKEN: 

310 rrr 


r ^We will take no further action to effect technical coverage 


■ - ", Martin. Luther King, either at his home or at his office at the Southern. 

... ;•*, • Christian .Leadership Conference, in the absence of a further request^ 

from l tbe Attorney General. _ ' O 0"^^/ *' * 

> 1 - Mr. Sullivan \ ) S' * ' '(ST* ' 1\ (/ 

W/£T W 5 '4 

«U» 3,5 


1 - Mr. Sullivan j 
1 - Mr. Rosen f 


/ CAE:vap / „ fyv'xfrC 
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UNIT. STATES DEPARTMENT OF ICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


/« Reply* Ptatae Rejer tm 

fV.N* 100-105670 
100-3-116 


SEC^T 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

October 18, 1963 


memorandum for the attorney general 

^ RE: MAHBTN LUTHER KING, JR. 

/ m^ r \ ^ '.SECURITY MATTER - COI&IUIUST 




n t| X COtnroitlST INFLUENCE IN 
rer=rr ^RACIAL MATTERS 


j i Respectfully, 

? EXVll* — ^ U E irIctor C 


tfASS- « 
*£AS0* “ 
pATl OF 




Fohn Edgar 'Hoover 
Director . 


APPROVED 


DATE llhlUJk 3 


APrr-r^ T *rrAcz!fciE 3 


I « 
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SUITED STATES GOVERN !^ AT 


Memorandum 


M 



Mr. Belmont 
C. A. Evans 


/ 


subject: 


o 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 



date: October 10, 1963 
JUNE 


The Attorney General was contacted at his request this after- 
noon. He had before him our memorandum of October 7, 1963, requesting 
authority for technical surveillances on Martin Luther King at his residence 
at Atlanta and at the office of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference* 
of which he is president^ New York City. . 

r 

The Attorney General said that he recognized the importance o: 
this coverage if substantial information is to be developed concerning the 
relationship between King and the Communist Party. He said there was no 
question in his mind as to the coverage in New' York City but that he was 
worried about the security of an installation covering a residence in Atlanta, 
Georgia. He noted that the last thing we could afford to have 'would be a 
discovery of a wire tap on King’s residence. 





v* 

f 


« - I pointed out to the Attorney General the fa ct that a residency 
was involved did not necessarily mean there was any added risk because of 
the technical nature of the telephone system. He was informed that the 
Bureau had had years of experience in this field and that we continually 
reviewed our procedures to insure that every measure possible to secure 
such installations was taken. £ was nevertheless noted that of necessity \ 

we had to deal with established contacts in the telephone company to gpt . the j ^ £ 
necessary leased lines, but once again we had pr ocedu res wh icha^ inimizdd/ ; , ^ V 
the risks to the nth degree. Pca |k v V < 

■ ?? 8 NOV 7 1963 ~ *V‘Av 

After this discussion the Attorney General said he felt we y ; 
should go ahead with the technical coverage on King' off a triaretsis, .and to / 
continue it if productive results were forthcoming. He said he 'was certain % >{ 

that all Bureau representatives involved would recognize the delicacy of this r 
particular matter and would thus be even more cautious than ever in this * Vy 
assignment. He asked to be kept advised of any pertinent information j 

■ d> 






Memorandum to Mr. Belmont , 

, o» reguesUjg •«****'£; SS“' 

was signed by tbe Attorney General and handed to me. . 
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Memorandum C. D. Brennan to Hr. W. C. Sullivan 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

-100-106670 


Installed Discontinued Type 


Location 




7/7/ 84 


7/9/64 


Microphone 


8/14/64 9/8/64 


Viretap 


8/22/64 8/27/64 


Viretap 


9/28/64 

1/8/65 


10/2/64 

1/11/65 


Microphone 

Microphone 


1/28/65 1/31/65 


Microphone 


3/29/65 3/31/65 


Microphone 


5/12/65 5/13/65 


Microphone 


10/14/65 10/15/65 


Microphone 


10/28/65 10/30/65 


Microphone 


11/29/65 , 11/30/65 


Microphone 


Hyatt House Motel, Los Angelefc 
California | 

125 East 72nd Street, | 

New York, New York 
Claridge Hotel, Atlantic Cit; , 
New Jersey . 

Manger Hotel, Savannah, Geor :i 
Park Sheraton Hotel, 

New York, New York 
Americana Hotel, 

New York, New York 1 

Park Sheraton Hotel, ■ i 

New York, New York 'A 

Sheraton Atlantic Hotel, 1 
New York, New York 
Astor Hotel, 

New York, New York 
New York Hilton Hotel, 

New York, New York 
Americana Hotel, 

New York, New York 


In addition to the above coverage of King, the following 
coverage was afforded the SCI C. 


Installed Discontinued Type 


Location 


10/24/63 1/24/64 
11/8/63 6/21/66 
7/13/64 7/31/64 


Viretap 
. Viretap 
Viretap 


New York Office 
Atlanta Headquarters 
New York Office 


All of the above wiretap surveillances were authorized 
under the signature of the then Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy 
^who on 10/10/63 authorized the coverage of King’s residence and an: 
Other future address to which he may move, and the New York Office 
SCI/:. He also authorized wiretap coverage of King and the Atlanta 
headquarters of SCLC on 10/21/63. These authorizations were given 
during the administration of President John F. Kennedy. 


( Attorney General Kennedy did not sign any microphone 
surveillance requests. Microphone surveillances were authorized bi 


Bureau officials acting on general authority relating to the 
Attorney General. . ... ■ -- - * ^ 




ACTION: 


For Information. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


* 




Mr. V. C. Sulliv^ 


1 - Mr. C. D. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. V. C. Sulllvah 
1 - Mr. T. E. Bishop fU £ 
DATE: 1/28/70 Jhjjl 


1 FROM 


G. C. Moo; 


SUBJECT: 


lutheITki: 


MARTIN LUTHERKING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


1/28/70 
1 - Mr. G. C. 
JUNE ' 

I - Mr. C. D. 
I - Mr. M. J. 
I - Mr. 


Moore 4 


C. 



Brennan 
Rozamus 
E. Glass 

* gf] 

To report the latest attack on the Bureau over 
Martin Luther King wire taps by former Attorney General 
Ramsey Clark in an article, "The Death of Privacy** in the 
February, 1970, McCall* s magazine. LL 



the 




In his article Clark describes ‘privacy as the ultimate 
freedom and says electronic surveillances are the tools of 


those unwilling to make the sacrifices that are essential to 
O ijr public safety. He describes King as a great American of open 
-*> conduct and says the fact that the FBI would tap his phones 


0^5 Oj and bug his hotel rooms should tell us all we need to know - 
^ about the desirability of those practices. Clark calls these U 

S 55 surveillances the act of an incipient police state. Clark 7^ 
says the Government should tell the people of the United Stated i 
u- ^whether the tapes from bugs secretly installed in King's hotel j 
S uj uj rooms were played to publishers, Senators and others as was 
H £5 & rumored after King's death. . 

<XQ '•< .. . - ~ ‘ *■ 




There were no wire taps or microphone surveillances 
on King personally or on the Southern Christian Leadership 


Conference (SCLC), his organization, during Clark's tenure 



as acting Attorney General and Attorney General (10/3/66 - 
1/22/69). Clark's authority was twice requested for a 
wire tap on SCLC headquarters in ^Atlanta, Gewr^ay.but'** ^denied 
authority both times. ^ g|. 10 6 B — ^ f f B '^7/f 

if-/,.. '*■-*<: \ v vw 

There Is nothing in our tries to lead any credence 
to rumors mentioned by Clark that tapes on King were^ever played 
for anyone outside the Bureau." '-ii ; i ^ ^ 


y* 3 




SEE RECOMMEND AXIOM 



UNRFronnrcn copy prrm rxr 
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Memorandum G. C. Moore to Mr. V. C. Sullivan 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


£ : i 

*/* 

I 

* . t 
5 ' $ 


RECOMMENDATION : 

This dishonest attack is what we have come 
to expect from Clark. He has chosen to completely ignore 
the well-known fact that Robert Kennedy not only approved 
but requested the coverage on King. It is recommended 
that his remarks be ienored. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


jtOUTE IN KNVA 

1 - Mr, C. D. Detoa< 


Mr. W. C. Sullivj 



1 - Mr. V. C. Sullivj 
1 - Mr. A. Rosen 
date 6/27/69 


from G. C. Moore/ 


* 


/ 


si bject MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 

/ 


JUNE 


1 

I 

1 

1 

1 


Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 


J. 

T. 

G. 

C. 

J. 



Gale 
Bi shop 
Moore 
Glass 
Dunn. 

be greater 
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The Director stated that there should 
discrimination relative to the dissemination of highly confidential 
vV material obtained from sensitive coverage such as telephone surveil- 
lances. The Director questioned our dissemination in 1964 of data 
regarding Martin Luther King, Jr. , to Carl T. Rowan, Director of the 
United States Information Agency (USIA) and to Dr. Leland J. Haworth, 
Director of the National Science Foundation (NSF) . Reasons for such 
dissemination set forth below. 

The documents transmitted to Rowan and Haworth werd 
13 -page document captioned "Communism and the Negro Movement 
Current Analysis" and a 2-page document captionecL ,f Martin Lut 
King, Jr., His Personal Conduct." Copies of these documents^ 
enclosed. Also enclosed is one copy each of the three cover/ 
memoranda by which authorization was obtained for disseminat 
Rowan and Haworth and one copy each of the letters which traBsjrftteJ 

H the documents to Rowan and Haworth. — V 3 

— uJ - C 

23 Dissemination was made to Rowan as Director of USIA -since £ 

<r . caj King’s activities in the civil rights movement were receiving world-g 
iwide publicity. For instance when the 13-page document was sent tog 
l USIA, King had been designated as the winner of the Nobel Peace Pri^fc 
and this award had international ramifications affecting the USIA iig 
view of its role in propaganda involving the U.S., it was felt thatg 
if USIA knew the true facts about King it would not further glorify 
this man or enhance his image on the international scene through its 
* far reaching propaganda outlets. It is normal for USIA to widely 
j publicize U.S. citizens who receive international recognition and we 
certainly did not want King- to get such t^aa en ^ j p g 

" M As indicated in tne 1 o s eameinor anaum Mr. Baumgardner 
to Mr. Sullivan 12/17/64, our dissemination 1 ^^$awp$-tf$6fc.s Director 
of the NSF was based on information received that the NSF had 
contacted the Southern Christian Leadership Oonf erwc c ( 0 C IC) for 
•urpose of obtaining applicants for wouthera schools. The 

<i Isures - 9 $kro3c • 

AUG 18 1969 
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100-106670 
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a - AUG 25 1969 




CONTINUED - OVER 


j COPY MA D S rCR MR. TOLSC Nj 
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Memorandum to Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

100-106670 


SCLC is tiie organization which was founded by King and we wanted 
NSF to be fully aware of the communist influences at work in the 
SCLC and the communist connections of King himself. 

Regarding dissemination of highly sensitive and 
confidential information, this has been discussed with Bureau 
Headquarters personnel handling dissemination of such data. 

The necessity for the closest scrutiny of this data has again 
been stressed to thes personnel to insure that this sensitive 
information receives carefully controlled dissemination limited 
to those officials and agencies having a need to receive such 
data. This matter will receive continuous attention. 

ACTION : 

None. For information. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNM ■route IN. ENVELOPES 

Memorandum 



Mr. W. C. Sullivan 


G. C. Moore 


! Wy 






1 - Mr. C. D. DeLoach 

1 - Mr. V. C. Sullivan 

1 - Mr. T. E. Bishop y 

DATE: 6/20/69 iT./ ^?.r*r V^ 


JUNE 


£ 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTES - COMMUNIST 


jr - 




1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 
1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 
Attn: Mr. Rozamus 
1 - Mr. C. E. Glass 
1 - Mr. J. J. Dunn 


m j — 

k7 — 

/ Trotirr 
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Pursuant to your instructions, information is set forth 
below regarding requests made to f ormer A ttorn ey General Ram sey 
[Clark for telephone surveillances on Martin Lut&erHCing, Jr~, or 
, his organization, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
>>^lSCLC). 

An article in the Washington Post dated 6/20/69 
indicated that former Attorney General Ramsey Clark had stated 
that the FBI repeatedly requested him to authorize a wiretap on 
King while he, Clark, was Attorney General. Clark reportedly 
stated that he had not granted any of these requests and he 
further indicated that the last of the requests came two days 
) before King’s murder. 


- Il &g Atlanta, and^the of fine of the SCLC in Washington. P. C . 





I WeJieyer jought Clark’s authorizat ion fg y a telephone 
surveillance on KinaTs reside nce.. On 1/2/68 Clark’s approval was 
requested -for. aTtgl^phftn^ ^headquarters of ‘ 




* n Atlanta . Georgig. The §CLC is the organization which was 


founded by King. Clark denied authority for this telephone 
survell lance_on 1/^3/ 68 . On 4/2/68 authorization was requested 


from Clark for telephone surveillances on the SCLC headquarters. 


Authority for these surveillances was denied by Clark in a. 


Memorandum to the Director dated A/17/ffi~ In connection with 
the request to Clark bn 4/2/68 as mentioned above, it is to 
be noted that this was dated two days prior to Kina’s murder 
on 4/4/68. * 

^ / 

ACTION: , \f _ ^ 


For information, 

100-106670 ^r; 


U£ 


-/CO i *70 ~ 


*f h A ALL INFORMATION CON 

20^69 HEREIN ISU'ICLASSI.IED 



O AUG 15 1969 
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no. it £ **\ 

STATES GO\ vMENT 

Memorandum . 

TO : J. Edgar Hoover, Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 


p C/. 


\d 

date: September 20 f 



om : Burke Marshall, Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division 


bject; 


■: Hunter Fitts 'O’Dell 





• O' • ^Thisyc elates to your letterhead memorandum 

: f. ;^of September 5 to the Attorney Gener a 1 , re la t ing to^ r 

J 'Y,'** Hunter Fitts O f Dell and the related prior memor anda - 

^ a PP rcciate your having sent copies of these to me. 

This matter had been brought to the attention , *"jY. 
of Dr. King some time ago by me, but in accordance Jj_ j'* 

with conversations which the Attorney General \ ,! j 

had with Courtney Evans, it was not felt to be wise f4\i J ~ 
in view of the sources of the Bureau*s informa- ■ 

tion to state that I knew 0*Dell to be finder Communis t/'T),^ t J 
influence or control at any time. I did inform . T/'dt v ’* ' 

Dr. King and two members of his organization -- cfd w 

Reverend Andrew Young and Reverend Wyatt Walker — 
some time ago that since 0*Dell was believed by 
r.r.ny people to have had Commur-ic t i on«i his 

association with their organization was not in the 
best interests of the organization. 




At that time, inconclusive steps were taken 
to remove 0*Dell, and his job with the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference was changed. In 
response to direct questions whether I had hard evidence 
of 0 , Dell , s Communist connections, however, I replied 
that I was not in a position to give any," _ ^ 

Following further conversations with Mr. /!.* 

Evans in June, however, I brought the matter to the J s fy!' 
attention of Dr. King very explicitly in my office JU) 

on the morning of June 22 prior to a scheduled meeting ^ r ' 
which Dr. King had with the President. This was 
one at the direction of the Attorney General* 
ater that morning both the Attorney General and. . 

he President separately strongly urged Dr. King 

ion between 
ship Conference. 

| MO '}' 11 6 

IP' ' :*•*' 
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SEP 25 


re C- /6~e /£' 


Dr* King stated that the connection would be 
ended. Thereafter, the Attorney General and I 
both received copies of the attached letter, dated 
July 3, 1963, from Dr. King to O’Dell. 



I thought you should have this additional 
inf orr. r. ti^n for vour file. 


cc : 


The Attorney General 

The Deputy Attorney General 


• ^ 


J.'VJ.tS AVE, H. & 

■it Ik i, GEORGIA 
rr>VXk!E 524-U78 


o 


o 
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Southern Christian Leadership Conference 


Mania Luther Kins Jr., freWrn/ 

July 3. 1963 

t/ 

t *■/ 


Wyan Tm Wattar, Kite nrivt Dir rotor 


Attorney General Robert Kennedy 
Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Kennedy: 


Dr. King asked me to Bend you the enclosed copy of 
a letter which he has just Bent io Mr, Jack O'Deil. 

Sincerely yours, 

// l /0 ' 

(Ml**) D. McDonald 
Secretary 





July 3, 1963 



Mr. J«ck K, O'Dell * 

4SS St. Nicholas Avenue 

Apariment 6-S 

N«w York, Hew York 

Deer Jack: 

Severe l months ago you submitted your resigr. 0 tion ponding lui 
investigation of your alleged affiHatioo v'ith the Corn muni at 
party, a* wia Bungected by an article to this eilccl In tha 
Birmingham a;id New Orleans ntw?nf-p^ri. W# **cc«pKd this 
ti a.p .rcr y . ct-v^n^tior. b*c?.ua© cf S CLC'f linn policy thr-l no 
Communist cor Communist sympathlr^r can. nc on our ** «.*<•' «: - 
In our membit *»hip. We felt that it wr.; imperative to conduct 
&a immediate investigation. As you know, w c conducted vn 

loit to bi ft thorough inquiry into these charges and wore unable 
to discover any present connection® with the Convrrussiet pf.rty on 
your part. 

The situation. In our country i® fuch, hovcv*r, that iny allusion 
to the left brings forth an emotional re sponge which would seem 
to indicate that SCLC and tho Southern Freedom Movsmant are 
Communist inrpired, In these critical time® v/e ennuot afford to 
risk any ouch impressions. Wt, therefore, have diciclotl in cur 
Administrative Committee, that we should request you te, ntke 
your temporary rcaign^tlon permanent. 

We certainly appreciate tho year® of unselfish service which you 
have put Into Our New York Office, and regret the necessity of 
your departure. Certainly, your® tc a eignlficant etcriflce cow* 
men cur ate with the ®ufforings in. jail and through loos of job® 
under racist intimidation. We all pray for ih* day v:hon cur 
nation may be truly tho ltr.d of th.*. free. 

/£&-' /<£ fcs '/£ " ^ & 


o 


n 


Mr . O’DsU 
July 3, 1963 
Page Two 


May God bio., you a^ontlnuo to in.plr. you In tho .ervico ol 
your lellovTOMi. 


Sincerely yours, 


Martin Luther King, Jr. 


Km 




'UNITEI> STATES GOVERN t*. -NT 

Memorandum ^ 

to : Mr. BelnioiH^ 

_ . y / 

FROM 


Belmont 



date: 


rv* 

’S<j 

25, 


Casper - 
Callahan 
Corjad _ 
DeLoach 
Evan* _ 


1963 


aMs& 

S f Trott* 




TaW. Room . 

Holwi 

Gaudy 


•.subject: 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

r 




. - (I r , , 

'•he Attorney General orally informed me today that he had been 
considering the request he made on July 16, 1963, for a technical surveil- 
lance on Martin Luther King at his home and office and was now of the 
opinion that this would be ill advised. 
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At the time the Attorney General initially asked for such a 
surveillance, he was told there was considerable doubt that the 
productivity of the surveillance would be worth the risk because King 
travels most of the time and tint there might be serious repercussions 
should it ever become known the Government had instituted this coverage. 
These were the very thoughts that the Attorney General expressed today 
in withdrawing his request. 

With reference to the other technical surveillance requested 
at the same time, namely, the one on Clarence Benjamin Jones, the 
Attorney General felt this was in a different category and we should go 
forward with this coverage. It is noted that this was previously approved 
in writing by the Attorney General. 

The memorandum we sent to the Attorney General on 
July 23, 1963, requesting authority for the King surveillance has been 
retrieved and is attached. (_ Q*^*^* - *^, 

ACTI6N TO BE TAKEN: 

. We will take no further action to effect technical coverage on 

M&i» either a. hie home or at his i office at t the So.ttern 

Christian Leadership Conference, in the absence of a further request 
from the Attorney General. 

Enclosure 

f\ 

1 - Mr. Sullivan ; \ 

1 - Mr. Rosen j / 
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W.A’o.l00-10SC"0 
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UKl.liD STATES DEPARTMENT OF . jSTICE 

FEDERAL b'ukeao OF INVESTIGATION i' ' . 

WASHINGTON 2S,D. C- 

I ■—> n U ‘ La ^ October 7, 1963 

l •*? 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

QE;JF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER -- COMMUNIST / j , 

> "i - ^COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN .... ^ 

RACIAL MATTERS 



It is further requested that authority be granted 


It JLO 4 . UJ _ \ „ „ . ~ 

to place a technical surveillance on the SCLC oixxce at ^ h 5_I 

^ __ . . j. _ nvVNiAee! + r» win rfh yV 


Current ’ Tew York address or to any other adwess to which 
it may 1; moved. 


nassH^d hv ^ V / 

ExemJS(rom GDACatepor?- 
Dftte 9* DtclassiJtcaJion Indefin 


Respectfully , 
(\ 


APPROVED _ /*' I 7 

DATE /, , /irsl-L 'i 


A flU-L«^U^ ^ ^ 




*r*7 ' 


******* t-^sr-x:* CAs. 

5 NOV 7 1963 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

BELMON W 
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ftoumw en \rkiopM 


JUNK 


MR. 


C. A. Evans, 

°c. & 
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"date: 7/16/63 

cc Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Sullivan 
Evans 


subject: 


COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN 
RACIAL .MATTERS r 



- / 

AGAvas 


Mr. 

WCU3: 1 ”' 
o«_12 \ 
V&* ? 








I The AGAvas contacted at his request late this 
afternoon. He said that Clarence Benjamin Jones, 
a NY attorney who has had close association with 
Martin Luther King, and with Stanley Levinson 
(a concealed communist) . had been in to see Burke 
lllarshall about the racial situation. According to 
the AG, Jones had indicated he had some reserva- 
tions' about talking with Levinson on the phone. 

Marshall thought he might haye been referring to a 
possible telephone tap, and passed it off by telling 
Jones 'this was something he wbuld have to take 
with Levinson. 

: The purpojo of the AG’s cont-ct was that this 
brought to his attention the possibility of effect- 
ing technical coverage on both Jones and Martin 
Luther King. I told the AG that I was not at all 
acquainted with Jones, but that, in so far as King was 
S A 15 concerned, it was obvious from the reports that he . 

^ 1 was in a travel status practically all the time, and jjy 

it was, therefore, doubtful that a technical surveillance/; 
on his office or home would be very productive. I also 
.’reraised the question as to the repercussions if it \L^ 
should ever "become known that such a surveillanceJ^T ^ 
been put on King . REC- 9 / - _/ //& - /) j 

The AG said this did !nW concern him at all; 3 J 

that' in view of the possible communist influence in — . 

the' racial situation, he thought it advisable to 
have as complete coverage as possible. I .told him, 
upder the circumstances, that we would check into the* ] 

matter to see if coverage was feasible and- if so. II 
would submit an appropriate recommendation to him, ^ 

II If you approve,- Ire will have a preliminary surveyljL 

.11 made to/soe i-f technical coverage is feasible with full? Hi 

U 1 ™!: 

A- CAE:C3H ^ V t. '"If u V A 

'CtmCT " ' ‘ 

^ l ' * ' ^Exempt j 

P*te o/ij 






31 1963 
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ME/IORANBUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
RE: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION - . - '. •• "...t' 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 










y<f - - Despite this violence In Kamph 1 s , Levi son and . r . * 

King are continuing their, plans for this massive civil 
disobedience to start the latter part of April ^1968, in ^ - * • 

•-* - ~‘\P E'cY-* : 


: Washington, D. C, 

^ !' v* v 

In view of the internal security aspect involved, 
j authority is requested to install telephone surveillances . 

I of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference at its . 
[national headquarters at the above-listed address and also ; 

at its local headquarters, 1401 U Street, N.W., Washington, D. C. , 





Hoover ' V “ - -‘E 'Vv'-- 



jrDate 


-*7- j** . ■*—* 






NOTE: 


Classified ''Secret* 1 since it concerns a technical 


'■-surveillance, the unauthorized disclosure of which could . *; 
■ T result in serious damage to the Bureau security coverage Lr 


:&nd to the detriment of national ^ security ^ 

1 T : - - % *v '- ’"This memor an dum rec ommen ds* the ins tal la t i on of a 

1 telephone surveillance 6n SCLC's headquarters in Atlanta, 

1 Georgia, and Washington, D. C., for intelligence -type data If 


t - r r concerning King's plans for massive civil disobedience in 

=**> fVia naf I nn*e 4 n f V>o Qnv t nrr #»f 1 QAft ' ; T ‘ Jl * 


% ■ the nation's Capital in the Spring of 1968. ' v ;•*' : -r *r .*• 

^ ■ * • ' • ;> - * .v v 

£'<^^ ^ ' r - ~ See memorandum G. C . Moore to Mr . W. C . Sull ivan 

v> ~ \ same caption, dated 3/29/68 prepared by DMW:dsm. 

" rK fc£ ~ '.i 'rf ' E' IV- 
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Memorandum 'to: >M?r J. .Edgar Hoover, Director - ^ *.yi :“• 

-Federal Bureau of Investigation .. ' : ‘-r0.V?2 : '< 

‘ -*■-.' -i'T'V v- •>';'*•■ -.T-V'’ r “~ •-. •: * ‘,i-^ V ,)i ^ t ' ’ 

From:- • : ^.;’i,* : --Ramos y Clark ■ O '•*>'. 

■W7-d /- : ^ -•• 5 v ’ Attorney Gs na rat /' V 7f ; 

V «? .■'£? “p^.i '*?*:*' > r . --: -;Vr .*>■?,£! ■£ ■ ; 

?i^<?~hTh© memoranda lie ted below requesting approval of wiretaps 
or electronic surveillances which I have not heretofore approved are 
being returned at this time denied. For a number of reasons I have 
not ic It any of thscr* have been cufficiesiity justifiod by the evidence 
presented. This does not* of course, prejudice their re sub ml 3 sic a 
tf additional evidence supporting the request Is presented, or tltatr 
review by * subrscuunt adnirustrc.tioa. ' • ^ -- -^ 


Stadsnt Nonviolent Coo rdlna tins Committee 
Racial Matter* * % -v ,Xv* 

Voui* mcoioranduna September 16, 196 









UNITED STATES GOVERNK 


TO 


< '■ « O f . ' * 

-S0UTE IN ENVELOPE 
Memorandum 1 ' **• 


■ MR. W. C. SULLIV4 


from : MR. G. C. MOORE 

O' 

subject: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 




1 - Mr. V. C. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Bishop 

date: June 19, 1969 
1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 
1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 
(Attention: 

Mr. Rozanus) 

1 - Mr. Glass 
1 - Mr. Dunn 



// 


\k 


Pursuant to your instructions, information is set forth 
felov regarding knowledge by former Att orney General Nicholas de 
tsenbach of electronic coverage on Martin wither Ring, Jr. 

— Although ve have no specific data in our files shoving 
that Katsenbach authorised a telephone surveillance on King 
himself, there is ample information sh ovin g Katsenbach vas vei l 
a yare of our e l ectronic -Coverage QCL-Ei 5 E_sadJtiia- organisation, fl 
the Southern Christian Leade r ship Co nferen ce ( SCI£). Att ached I s Y 
| a copy of a memorandum dated 10/27765 ( initialed tv Katsenbac h i 
the upper right hand corner) s hoving ve ha d a tel ephone survqi l/ 
i lance jmKing ^ organisation , the S CLC . Also attached is a copy j. 
(of a memorandum 12/1/65 to the Attorney General regarding electronic 
| coverage on King at the Hotel in N ew York City. In 

response to this 12/1/65 memorandum, there is attached a copy of 

I a note from Katsenhach to t h* p* y^ ctor stating . "Obviou sly, thes e 
are particularly delicate su rv eillance s a nd v e should J>e very 
^tuHou s^^p^tcrns "i the non -FBI people who mayfrom time to time 
necessarily be Involved in some aspect of installation." CZ 

Copies are attached of nine memoranda to the Attorney 
General dated 10/20/64, 10/22/64, 11/3/64, 11/6/64, 11/12/64, 
11/23/64, 12/17/64, 12/31/64, end 2/23/65. These set forth for 
Katsenbach 's information valuable data developed on King. The 
d&a involved vas derived from electronic coverage on King. and the 

jfptf ^ /cC>^-70 

sc V* information. 





' . *' 


RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCL 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 

' fa €OlL. Tt> 

ye-feDX &ty#Alnrecorded serial dated ^^4/^uUed from this file 
‘under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis 
Smith, Jr., ';ud sent to National Archives. 
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RE: 


BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY ET AL 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C. D C 1 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 • 


(SC) 


Xerox' CoPi of /oo-</Vass?-jo3 as £xjcc. t& 

™**—*kA*mi pulled from this file 70 'Ot- 


11 V1H IUJO lilt 

under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis 
Smith, Jr. , ~nd sent to National Archives. 




tus: 


BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY ET AL 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCI 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C DC) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


^ c* PY 6F / Oi> - m gy ?• J./S' As eptL. TO 

pulled from this file /&0 - /ObCmlh • ^ 
onder court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis ' ^ * 

omitn, Jr« f # ;od sent to National Archives. 
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BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY ET AL 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 


?r 0l ^ H » ERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SC 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C DC) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 ’ 


/0(e(p • (0 , jfGJ £ a)Cl. TO 

pulled from this file too- /0ii70 -31S 
under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis 
bmith, Jr., 'ind sent to National Archives. 






BERNARDS. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCL 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET. AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


. * /& t ' (ML AS €OCL TO 

II Ml MIIMII pulled from this file /+o - /0bb7O 

under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis ' 

Smith, Jr # ;ud sent to National Archives. 



RE: 


BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLi 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET. AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


>£go»_goi>y of -u/ As E/JtL TO 

Oilliil pulled from this file >pO-lbUlt76 ' 36S*, 

under court order of U.S. District Judge JohnLewis • 

Smith, Jr., 'md sent to National Archives. 
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RE: 


BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCL< 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 

xe*ox cop y oF /*c-fo<,f> 7 o-f 7/ M Pkie _ L ^ 

. Ilim ' 1 Polled from this file -U5< 

under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis ^ ,0 "* • 

Smith, Jr., Mud sent to National Archives. 
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\ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Mm Reply. PUa* Reft • * 

(IS) 100-442529 


WASHINGTON, P.C. 20535 


October 27, 1965 


f 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

RE: ^COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN 
^ RACIAirMATTERS 


A technical surveillance was instituted on the 
headquarters of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 

330 Auburn Avenue, Northeast, Atlanta, Georgia, on November 8, 
1963. The Southern Christian Leadership Conference is a | j \ 
racial-type organization headed by Martin Luther King, Jr.' 

This technical surveillance has provided considerable 
valuable intelligence information concerning communist Influence 
on the Southern Christian Leadership Conference through King, as 
well as the communist influence evident in the outspoken position 
which King has taken in opposition to the United States foreign / 
policy concerning Vietnam. Some examples include the following:^ 

Information has been furnished relating to contacts 
between King and individuals with communist backgrounds such as 
Stanley David Levison, Harry Wachtel, Bayard Rust in, Clarence 
Jones and Randolph T. Blackwell, This information indicates the 
extent of the influence being exerted on King by these individuals 
with present and former communist backgrounds. Information thus 
obtained reveals the part these individuals play in important 
policy-making decisions of King relative to his organization; 
assistance which they render King in his writings and speeches »= 
concerning racial matters; and the advice and counsel they give 
King in his declarations concerning United States foreign policy. 

Unless you instruct to the contrary, this technical * 
surveillance will be continued for an additional six months. UL P 




T* Respectfully, 

it— » G . ^ 


Director 


— r -- • 

yl v •' - : r ■ 

6 NOV 15 13G5 


S / y T 61 « NOV S BP 5 


L4Fu.au. un 

/00 - /£ &£? - ^ 65 ?/ . 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


im Reply , PW*e R</«r to 

RbAV (IS) 100-106670 


WASHINGTON, D.C. J0SJ5 


December 1, 1965 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL „ _ >' 

RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, 

This Bureau’s investigation of the communist 
influence in racial matters has developed considerable infor- 
mation indicating the influence upon Martin Luther King, Jr,, 
head of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, by 
individuals with subversive backgrounds such as Stanley David 
Levison, Harry Wachtel, Bayard Rustin and others* From time 
to time, King meets with these individuals and coverage of 
these meetings by this Bureau results in the obtaining of 
evidence of the influences upon King as well as information 
concerning the tactics and plans of King and his organization 
in the civil, rights movement. The coverage of these meetings 
also has developed information concerning King’s involvements 
in the Vietnam situation. These meetings frequently take *55 
place in hotel rooms in New York City. — 


On November 29, 1965, Information was obtained that 
King was to spend the night of November 29, 1965, at the 
Americana Hotel, 52nd Street and 7th Avenue, New York City, 

We also had information that King planned to meet with his 
advisors while in New York City, November 29-30, 1965. 

Because of the importance of the meeting and the urgency of 
the situation, a microphone surveillance was effected November 29, 
1965, on King in Rooms 3609-3611, Americana Hotel, New York City. 
This surveillance involved trespass and was discontinued onj # 
November 30, 1965. — 


Clarified 
Exempt hW 
D.U oIDeciM 


Respectfully, 


:DS, Cate*”y.jfc4 
\UiionU£s 


. „ \ uohs Edgar Hoover 

CfcRK- 4 


/*6W0v 


6 JAN 10 1968 


d ee lajblftui ties 


ft 1 2 1966 
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Tho Acting Attorney General 


Sovenbor 6, 1054 


Director, IBX 


S* ccntcisx m?izisncE hi eaciax. cmsss 

^ urnaiUL sscEnrre - c 




A confidential source of this bureau who has 
fcxur risked reliable information In the past supplied the 
following Infornatloa concerning a contact between vju 

ilartin lather King, Jr., and Clarence Jones cn Vov osabor 4, ID 54 

Jones said that now that the election is over 
they should think about shat fora "of struggle they should 
'U33," adding that ho had been discussing it with "cur friend." 

. Jones said that ho had hoard rigors from responsible Democratic 
people in Kew York that King nay he offered an official role 
In the Administration. Jones told King that Kins should 
think abont this end that King cast translate his moral 
influence into political power. Kins replied that ho would 
think about the natter, taking into consideration "tho 
lioveaeat and jay personal goal." Jcnoc also told Sins that 
King should thiuk about vhat role "our friend" can play in 
this period, consenting that "our friend” had boon helpful 
end has abided by tho "decisions." Jones oppressed tho belief 
that "our friend" should bo given goco rolo inasmuch cs < ^se t re 
not in tho cane situation as wo wero with t£o Kennedy A&ninlctr 
tion." Jones also referred to the fact that the Civil Bights 
Bill is now the law. King replied *Xsood, after tho election fi. 
It would be a new situation " 


KQVkSL.*3« 
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The Act leg Attorney General 


: V:. 


^Sk.* 
-*•:. >*. v .- • 


This information is also being furnished to the * 
Honorable Bill D. Moyers, Special Assistant to the President* 

1 — The Deputy Attorney General - ~ . f * '^V. 

1 • Hr* Burke Marshall ' . . ^ . • . *-* 

Assistant Attorney General ~ , : - > 

1 • Hr* J. Palter Yeagley 

Assistant Attorney General : ^ V’. • \ /j 


ft*- 

$k? : ~ 

1 

SJk-'*' 


4 


hote: . \ .r.'-*;-/- 'V' 1 . ■ ' - 

pi ass if led "Secret" as sources utilized, such 
are highly sensitive ones pertaining to the 
racial situation. They are of continuing value and the 
unauthorized disclosure of this information could affect 
their security and thus possibly be injurious to the 
national defense* Information taken from New York teletype 
11 / 5 / 64 . . . 
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r: 


X - Bolnoat 
X • Uohr 
X — DcLoach 
X. • Boson 
X — liVottd . : .. 

Homier 13, 1054 

1 «• Sullivan ; 

1 - Bland . 


ActX^2 Attorn©7 General 
Xli'cctor, rax 


un^xn kxks, xu 

naaK . c 


c^o'a ca f 4 te-US Sovo^A«: 39, 1034, 

?** * conc£rr 4 fi 3 Uto~‘o rcocifito^tho • 
vklch la to taJio rlnso i’cccr&tr 10. iog4 

s«g;- E i:ra 


/rsa KarBay, — — J *“«• y ‘*'-r «s=n ‘ns return**. 

ia*e«*at4«i Is uli» b<?ia- fsratcietf to the 

fesg -g*«. 

CB 3205 RJ?* " ; -/„•.. 

153 - 1 C;S 70 


1 - Ttc i'eyuty Attorney Cereal (SmIos mo) 


1 * Vcsrley (Enclosure) 

/U- Attocfaojr Geo car &x .. 


a\oncouTMWED 


1 « Ilutie Stodhall (Enclosure) ^E/£W\SUN 
As.il atm ■, Attorney General DATE^^^r^ 

^p- 105-442520 ^'(CX RIO . , \. #<$//*? 
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"C -;.; / 

79 NOV 171954 
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(SEE NOTE PAGE TTO) 
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The Acting Attorney General 


- * - v A VTv 


NOTE: - — ; ■ ■' •-;•- .7* ! V 

See memorandum Baumgardaor to Sullivan, dated 31 AO/64, 
captioned "Eartin Luther King, Jr., S U - C," prepared by SFPjjad. 
Classified "Secret” as the enclosure Is so classified and also 
because inforahiion contained in this transmittal letter is from 
highly sensitive sources. The disclosure of this information could 
reveal the sources identity and thus possibly be injurious to the 
national defence. 


ou^to t) 






, w Mr. De Loach 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Evans - - ■ - 

1 - Mr. Sullivan ~ 

1 - J. F. Bland 1-Liaisoa 




. iwam urmsa kjhb, jr. 


•; T ~- : ' : 'v-j-vy-r ?' ; : : i • «' 

Confidential sources of this Bureau who have /-_• 
furnished reliable inf ora at ion in the past have supplied 
the following information concerning plan 3 being Bade by 
Martin Lather Eirg, JT. , and his associates concerning 
King’s receipt of the Kobel Peace Prize which is to take 
place December 10, 19G4, at Oslo, Korvay. 


On Eovenber 3, 1964, Bayard Eu3tin contacted 
the secretary of Dr. Ralph Bunch©, Undersecretary for 
Special Political Affairs, United Rations (UR). Rust in 
stated that he was speaking on behalf of Hart in Lather T.' 
King, dr., and requestod to see Bunche regarding the receip 
of the Rebel Peace Prime by King. . (tc) 


Subsequently on November 3, 1964, Rust in conferred 
with Bunche and told hla that upon King’s return to » , 

Res York City, after receiving the Rebel Prize, there is 
to bo a welcoming affair at either a large dinner at a 
hotel or an activity at Carnegie Hall. Rust in told Bunche 
that King wanted to know whether Bunch© would be prepared - 
to bo chairman of the welcoming committee which will Include 
civil rights leaders and M a number of key liberals.” Bunche 
said that be would be glad to be chairman, but that he would 
hare to be informed as to the others who will be on tho 
committee since there are some people with whom he will not 
work. Bunche told Rust in that he had sent a letter to King 
advising King that the Secretary General of tho US was 
hoping that King would visit the UK upon his return. Rest in 
told Eunche that he would personally meet with Bunche later 
and go over the details relative to King visiting the UK. 
Rustin also told Bunche that sm invitation had been extend ed 


by tho President of Brazil to have King visit Brasil on his 
way back to the United States. Rust in stated that be felt 
that this was not wise due to certain aspects of the regime 
in power in Brazil and inquired cs to what Bunche’s thoughts 
were on this natter. Bunche agreed that it was not a very 
good idea for King to visit Brazil at this time. > j ^j aX 

- — - cu-iiic^icSLp <f/ ASr 


m 


•45352235^ 


GDS, C^egw^L — ' 

i^iodog 

SEE ROTE 
PAGE FIVE. 
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JWRBT-:. 


IlAETIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


' * On November 3, 1964. Rustln was in contact with 

Har ry Wachtel concerning Kiag^g returB to the United States 
Iron Norway, Rustln stated that King is considering Baking . 
a speech at Carnegie Hall and selling tickets tor the 
affair, the minima price to be $100. Wachtel said that 
King has inquired about the possibility that President Lyndon B 
Johnson night attend such an affair, but that the President 
would not givo an answer until after the election. According 
to Wachtel, Lee White, a White House aldo, has stated 
relative to the President's attendance "the answer is not 
no.” White has Indicated that if the President could 
not attend, the President would send the Vico President 
in his place. Rustln indicated that a cocktail party would 
be held before the Carnegie Ball address by King. Jp (U) 


assist in the arrangements, Vachtel stated that Saul Kills 
had handled the arrangements for a concert for "us” and 
had made $45,000 for "us.” According to Wachtel, Kills is 
Interested in the King affair and has submitted a memorandum 
of ideas on the subject. Rustln and Wachtel agreed to meet 
with Hills to discuss the matter. Wachtel stated that be 
would send Rustln a copy of the memorandum by Hills and in 
reference thereto Wachtel said that he thought the plans 

4 m fha f aa 4 4-4 AOA 4a« an . 1 
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address by King before Congress and a ticker tape parade (llyj 

Wachtel told Rustln that he is handling the 
details concerning King's trip to Norway and has spoken^ , ) 
to the Norwegian Ambassador. , \ ^ t A ( V \ 

Rustln then informed Wachtel that King desires to 
have Dr. Bunche and some white person to act as cochalrmen 
•of th® affair welcoming KX nrr back to the United States but 
that Bunche will not &ccept~until he knows who the white 
person will be. Rustln indicated that he had considered 
having Senators Robert Kennedy and Jacob Javits as cochalrsen 
bo that there would be a nonpartisan element present. Rustle 

stated that after due consideration he thought it would 

probably be best to just have Bunche as chairman and have 
a subcommittee assisting him. Wachtel agreed with this idea. 
Rustln also informed Wachtel that King had been invited by w / 
the President of Brazil to visit that country, but that Kinz-Jf / 








RS: KAmK IOTHER KISS, JR. 


Should tell the Brasilian President that while ho would 
like to visit that country, ho will bo unable to do so on 
his return trip Iron Rortfay end would fco unable to visit 
Brasil until after tho beginning of the nera year, yf (mJ 


On Kov caber 7, 1004, Machtol contactod Bust la 
concerning tho pi axis far wol caning King bac!c to tho 
United States and E a cat el ctetod that he had spoken to . 
tho White Houso and "tho Kennedy front" regarding this 
natter* Uachtel said that ho has ?40ui3 Martin of tho 
Democratic national Coian it tea "lined up*" Xt is Wachtol’c : 
belief that President Johnson vill con© to Kerr York City, 
Uachtel stated that he is uniting to hoar Iron Senator Robert 
Kennedy in this matter as well. ( U 

Uachtel instructed Hus tin to speak with Dr. Bunch© f 
end toll hin that if the TO cava a luncheon for King, it I 
would bo better if held after Slag*© return to the 1 

United States, but that tho final decision is being loft to 
the TO people. Wachtol suggested that if tho TO affair 
was hold before KL%g 9 s departure for Koruay, December 4, 

1301, would bo a good date because it is just after the 
opening of tho General Assembly at the TO and there Will 
bo many ^prominent people there. Uacttel noted tho possibility 
of Leonid X. Brezhnev, First Secretary, Connunlct Party of 
the Soviet Union find Kvsno Khruanh, President of Ghana, being 
at the UK# Uachtol ashed "Can you imagine Brezhnev embracing 
Martin like Khrushchov did Castro?" Bust in replied in tho W y 
affirmative. ( 

Uachtel stated that no plans will bo nado for a 
ticker tap© parade for King until an answer is received 
from President Johnson. According to Uachtcl, Louis Kart in 
of the Denocratic national Conuittoe should be given 
something to do "oven if it is Just soiling tickets.* 

Bus tin mentioned the possible use of an armory and stated 
it would be necessary to contact Governor Kelson Rockefeller 
of Sow York who is vacationing in Spain. Wachtel indicated 
that this could be done later by telephone since there will 
bo additional ideas for tho Governor’s participation. 
Summarising, Uachtol mentioned that Mayor Robert Wagner of 
Dew York City could have the ticker tape parade; U Thant, 
Secrotary General, TO, could have the dinner for King; anil j/ , 
Governor Rockefeller could have the reception fear King* Jr/a 
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RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, 

, . - ; : - - . •■•■■■. "'X 

On November 7, 1954, Rust in was In contact with 
King and mentioned that he is beginning the draft of the . 
major speech which King is to deliver and that King can -, 
complete it. On November 7, 1334, Dustin also contacted " 
Peggy Duff, 8 resident of London, England, who is Executive 
Director of the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament. Rustln 
told her that King will be in London on December 6 and 7, 1964, 
and that Dustin tinted to know if Harold Vilson, Prime % 
Minister of England, would be prepared to receive King. • 

Duff indicated that she would chock into this. Rustln 
said that it should not appear as though this was King f s 
idea and that It was preferred that Vi Ison announce that 


Duff as to whether there is a group of "peace-minded people** 
in London who would work to raise money for **our work in 
Mississippi. ** Duff replied in the affirmative and Rustln 
explained that the reason for raising funds is that "we** 
are some $2,000,000 "in the hole on the Mississippi — - \ 
business" and that there are about 17 churches which have 
to be rebuilt. Rustln suggested that arrangements might 
be made to have the London Embassy of some African nation, 
have a reception for King while he is there. yf / U 


On November 9, 1964, Rustln told an associate 
that he was departing for London on November 11, 1964, for 
the purpose of clarifying aconfusion which has developed 
surrounding King's trip to Europe in December, 1964. xne r 
confusion arises from the fact that the Archbishop of 
Canterbury desires to receive King, but has been opposed 
by certain elements since King is a Eaptlst. Rustln also t. 
Indicated that while in London he Is going to determine y£ 
whether or not King will be able to meet with Prime Minister 
Vi Ison. . ^ ; 


Bayard Rustln is a frequent advisor to King and 


which has been designated as subversive pursuant to Executive fjfl/ 
Order 10450. „ * r \ 1 


- Harry Vachtel, also a frequent advisor to King, 
Is the Executive Vice President of the Gandhi Society for 
Human Rights, a fund-raising adjunct of the Southern 
Christian Lea ders hip Conference, which Co nference Is 
by King. 


_grr»prr 







INFORMATION CONTAINED** 


■■ 

TO 


UNITED STATES GOVERN mHOUTE 

'Memorandum 

MR. W. C. SULLIVAN^ 

MS. C. C. MOORS 


vs* o. c. 


MOORE/ 


WajVELOM 

1 - Mr. V. cT^Ollivan 

1 - Mr. Bishop i> _ n-j 

* C«l* — 

date: June 9. 1969 

1 - Mr. G. C. Moors /liottr 

1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan £*? 
(Attention: Mr. c«*r . 

Rozasus) 

1 - Mr. Glass „ ff ' / 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
W1,ECT SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


/V Pursuant to your request the following f aots concerning 

s' / electronic surveillances on Martin Luther King Jr. # and the 
?/ ' Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), and forner 

Attorney General Ramsey Clark* s knowledge of these surveillances 
■yn set forth. 

m A wlretapwas installed at Klng*g address in^Atlanta, 

Georgia, on^lr/ g/^3 andTwis discontinued 4/30 /65 when he eove 
''It WAS nor reins tltuted at his - hew address . 


irsm 

63 authorlz 

tB 

ouse Mote 

T in 


on King were instituted 


4/24-26/64 an 


antic Cit 



on 10/10/63 and 10/21/63. , D i 

General Clark became Acting Attorney 


e was confirse 


un i/z/6e Clara -g approval was r equeste a 

in Atlanta, which authority he 
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UNITED STATES Dct\rTMENT OF JUSTICE . 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply . Please Refer to 

FOcNn. 100-106670 
100-3-116 


*rc^r-r- 

*SSaO.VB ■ / 


WASHIHCTOH IS, D. C. 


October 7 f X963 


*8 


I -I 

If 

ip*i 


^1 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JB. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN 
RACIAL MATTERS 




It is further requested that authority be granted 
to place a technical surveillance on the SCLC office at the 
current New Yorlt address or to any other address to which 
It may be moved. 

Respectfully, 


A ■ CJ TT' "^enclosui® 


ft: (--''Yc 1 




/■ tophr. PU*U4 Rej<r to 

e- nkfh. 100-106670 
t 100-3-116 


-/* . - /- 
U V . / 


UNITED STATES DEPJWTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDEBAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

.. .5. , , .. . ....... . .... ■„ r ■ 

Alt t»- washimctok is, d. c. 

^?^7^r T 4 OWco ^r®a '* October 18, 1963 

WiS**® 0 * 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

x SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN 
RACIAL MATTERS 




Respectfully, 

A . 

»okn Edgar \Roov 
M Director 


^Htrcn^cV 


■»sH* 


APPROVED 

DATS ’ /»/W/4J 


eu* ‘ 


*« « ugra < Ung, nne 


W oco.U 


•2n^0V 8.N363 


I e^CLOSUREj 


NOV 12 1963 
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sfirrtu , ^ 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 





TO 


<■ 


FROM 


*» i; ; - . ■ 

SUBJECT 

& ikt 

J, 

**'■ ' - • 

S-S 







Mr. W. C. Sullivan 


v^y 

G. C. Moore|^ 1 _^' 

£> 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR 


1 - Mr. C. D. DeLoac 
1 - Mr. T. E. Bish 
rr,-« 1 - Mr. W. C. Sulli 

TE IN ENVELOPE 


✓ 


DATE 6/21/69 


JUNE v 


1 - C. D. Brennan 

(Attn: Mr.Rozamus) 



SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


* — VT. v . muvav 

1 - C. E. Glass 
1 - J. J. Dunn 





received from Representa tive H. R. Gross (R) 
of ^owa expressing concern over controversyTnvolvingnTeTephone 
surveillance on Martin Luther King, Jr. Gross requested 
additional facts regarding this surveillance and King's 
communist affiliations. Recommended that Gross be contacted 
by representative of Crime Records Division, thanked for his 
Interest and advised that due to various ramifications involved 
lo~ this matter, it is not believed appropriate to furnish him ^ 
data requested. “ ■ ~ s — 

We have had cordial relations vlth Gross. In his J 
fetter. Gross stated he believed a more complete accounting 
King's activities is due the citzens of this nation and woi/ld 
most definitely be in the national interest. Gross requested: 

(1) that the Director confirm, in as much detail as possible, i 
that the telephone surveillance bn King was occasioned by H.S 
association with Communist Party members; (2) that the Director 
describe the occasion on which approval for the King telephone 
surveillance was requested and received. Gross asked if It was 
correct that a conference was held in this matter involving 
the Director, an aide, Mr. Kennedy, and Mr. Kafzenbach; (3) that 
the Director furnish any facts deemed appropriate to demonstrate 
the extent to which Sing may have cfiealx ;u with members of the . 
Communist Party. * f 


Data regarding the approval of the King telephone^ ijYl 
surveillance by former Attorney General Robert Kennedy and I .™' yj 
general Information regarding King's communist affiliations! J 
[ have already received widespread newspaper publicity. In view 
lof the various ramifications Involved in the matter of King's 
telephone surveillance, it is not believed additional Informatlo 



I will certainly result In additional widespread publicity and 
prompt numerous Inquiries to us by members of Congress and 
critics. r SO* ~ J O 


ngress and FBI 


100-106670 


JUL161969 


CONTINUED - OVER 

j^COPY 3EKT TO MR. TOLSON J - 



Memorandum G. C. Moore to Mr, W. C, Sullivan 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


RECOMMENDATION; 


If you approve, a representative of the Crime Records 
Division will personally contact Gross, thank him for his 
interest, and advise him that due to various ramifications 
involved in the King telephone surveillance, it is not 
believed appropriate to furnish him any additional d ata. , 

W ILL GtoSS ir fl ~ 

714 A 



^ 4 ^ 


*723/69 ADDENDUM BY MR. TOLSON: * 


I agree. I see no point in continuing this controversy. 
Mr. Bishop should do lives th e latte* . 

|/ 


I think 


CT:DSS 







UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ^^21 TjEZi 

Memorandum ROUTE IN ENVELOPE s? r _- 


TO :Mr. W. C. Sullivan 


date June 16, 1969 


from : G. C. Moori 


‘o 


subject MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


ab 


fjruw. 


Pursuant to the Director’s instructions, the facts 
concerning the telephone surveillance of the residence of the 
late Martin Luther King, Jr., are being furnished the President 
by the attached letter. * 


In view of the interest of the Vice President in urban 
affairs, it is felt this information would also be of interest 
to the Vice President and a letter to him is attached. The 
information in these letters has also been furnished the 
Attorney General. 


ACTIONS 


n& 

'ST* 


. That attached letters concerning the telephone/^ 
surveillance pn Martin Luther King, Jr. be furnished thfcr 
President and the Vice President. This mail should be returned 


Enclosures - 2; 




100-106670 


1 - Mr. C. D. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. T. E. Bishop 
1 - Mr. J. H. Gale 
Attn: Mr. Devic 
1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 
1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 
Attn: Mr. Rozamus 
1 - Mr . Fetteraoo ^ 




f¥t. 


«S>* yrr,. 

j Dc? -I 

- ,o JUN 241963 




TJD:fsh 

? 8 ) 




-46 _JUN_27 J969 
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,.,. The President 

-VH-v . ,v^f *:- v v ■. '.;•■■ • «. : z.&». 

. 

feasibility of such coverage vould bo determined 
and on appropriate recommendation would bo submitted 
to him* 


.: . -tr-- 

M 

M.s?- 




On July 25, 1963, Mr. Kennedy changed him 
mind concerning his request end thought It ill-advised 
et that time, but on October 7, 1963, a request for 
authority to place a telephone surveillance on King 1 # 
residence m sent to Mr* Kennedy* On October 10, 

1963, he authorised this surrelllance, and a sur- 
veillance on any future residence of King, by hie 
written signature. 

This telephone surveillance was Installed 
on Vovember S, 1963, and was discontinued on April 30, 

1963. - 

this information has boon furnished the 
Vice President end the Attorney General* 

" ,v ".V. Sincerely yours, 

SJQTKs v ..\- .v,:." ■ k '--a ■ »• *- ■, ■ *‘k." 

*!??> * ■ -*■ *:? :?*$ %*'>**• 

See mex&orandisi G* C* Moore to V* C* Sullivan, 
dated 6/16/69, captioned "Martin Luther King, Jr., 

Security Matter « Cn— unfst," prepared by TJD:fsh. 

.-.?-**& Classified "Top Secret" because of sensitive ..--im- 
mature of the information contained therein, the unauthorised 
disclosure of which could result in exceptionally grave 
mm**' 4amsge to the national security* ■•••/* ; ■■ f r 

r*Sj£U* ■■ 

~ • " " • - - 

« J W - v -: ^ ••• 1 k -' - 




^ _. a . • ■ i'? 


-Visr— -rj i 



. W. C. Sullivan 
Bishop '•• ■' 

• Gale (Attn: Hr. Devic) 

'* G. 0. Moore 
C. D. Brennan 
ittn: Mr. Rozamus) V ., 

•* tf. C. Patterson "^ Vv 

'••• « ■ 

f LI AISOH 







•• •^ *•>*** -•:■: • %' -yff glCin r^^. ^ •• 

•** . ->v - " ;v*r.£V'~: •. - i *-'ter:.-. ;; ■ .'+.{>i r ■♦• - 

*>■ Honorable Spiros Agae v jiqg 5 gi^^ ^:*»**^^ ~ 

:> 3fc T* ’ ^ * •:- . 

,. <*» July 25, 1969, Hr. ferns* <*««•* hit mSM^^p 


oS^mlag hi. rnuut snd thought It <*** M 




tSi, "but co October T, 1963, • request for authority to 
•Um * telephone surveillance co lla|'» residence res coot 
to Hr. feme*. Co October 10, 1963, he authorised this .i%, 
surveillance and e surveillance on any future residence ,, 

of Unj by his written slgnsture. ..... , ,.. -. 


OS MOf °7 sw WH«I * ^”^ -.':fefj;v : ; ,, K. ■/■ -.,. , 

This telephone surveillance *u Instslled on ..^>1 
■ovoaber 0, 1963, end wee discontinued co April 30, 1965, $i 


The President end tbs Attorney General hare 
also been furnished this Information. 


Knoerely yours. 




^ Set Mnorandtn G, C. Moors to Mr, C. D. DeLoach, ?**'■■*& 

dated 6/16/69, captioned ••Martin Luther King, Jr*, Security > 
Matter * Conroml st," prepared by TJDxfsh. ;^r 

jt,. - * * * * • v ’ 


Classified ••Top Secret* because of sensitive 
nature of the information contained therein* the unauthorized 
disclosure of which could result In exceptionally grave 


'Wi$k ***** to the natlonal sscurlty 1 . .- 
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^SJ^ITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

^ Memorandum ROUTE IN ENVELOP 
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to : Mr. V. C. Sullivan' 


from : G. C. Moor 

o 

subject: MARTIN LUTHER KING,_JE^ 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


DATE 6/19/69 
JUNE 




tamFOK-WioNjmw® 

V ERBK ^ 


Pursuant to your instructions, information is set 
forth below regarding discontinuance of the telephone surveil- 
lance on the Atlanta, Georgia, residence of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 


The above-mentioned telephone surveillance was 
Idiscontinued on April 30, 1965, when King changed residences 
•in Atlanta. At that time matters of interest to us pertaining 
to King and his organization, the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC) , were being obtained through a telephone 
surveillance on the Atlanta headquarters of SCLC. This telephone 
surveillance on SCLC in Atlanta was in existence from Novan ber 8, 
1963, to JOne 21. 1966 . when former Attorney General Nichol 
Katzenbach ordered it discontinued beca use of the ^.nvolveml 
of ~an bCLC otticial CHosea Williams) in ~a car theft case. 




Attached is a copy of Atlanta airtel May 19, 1965, , 

showing the discontinuance of the telephone surveillance on \(!,' 
King on Apjril 30, 1965. n 

K iC 


ACTIi 


/ 



ERSlSSv^ 


For information. 


Enclosure 


A 6 OO / 


100-106670 


1 

1 

1 

1 


Mr. C. D. Deloach 
Mr. V. C. Sullivan 
Mr. T. E. Bishop 
Mr. G. C. Moore 


1 = Mr. C. D. Brennan 
1 - Attn: Mr. Rozamus 
1 - Mr. C. E. Glass 
1 - Mr. J. J. Dunn 
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FD-36 m«*. 5-22-64) 


Transmit the following in 
AIRTEL 


Date: 5/19/65 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRMAIL 


JUNE 



~ -DIRECTOR; TB7 “(X0C-4425Z9) “ 
__SAC, ATIANTA (100-6670-E) 

O 

CIRM 


Re Bureau airtel 4/19/65, which authorized survey 
relative to Tesur on new residence of MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. This survey was conducted with full security and 
results of same were furnished telephonically on 5/6/65 
to Assistant Director WILLIAM C. SULLIVAN. On the sane 
date, Mr. SULLIVAN telephonically advised that the 
installation of this Tesur was not authorized at this 
time. 

Survey reflects that telephone service is 
led to the KING residence on 




during the weeh of 4/12/65 moved his 
e‘ from 563 Johnson Avenue fo 234 Sunset Avenue 
and ord ers were issued for discontinuance of this leased 
is shown to^bc discontinued a^tej^Aoril 


m i mm 


Cj3r>» Bureau (Rli) 

1- Atlanta 
^ AFMielt ' ^ 

(4) 




10 MAY^ 1965 




gent in Charge 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


MR. TAVEL 


6/16/69 


J. H. Gale 


SUBJECT: harxxk LITTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 
Bureau file 100-106670 


cc Mr. Gale 
Mr. De Loach 
Mr. Sullivan 
Mr. Mohr 
Mr. Tavel 


Attached hereto is a copy of Former Attorney 
General Robert Kennedy's authorization to place a wire-tap 
on Martin Luther King, Jr. 


Mr. Tolson has Instructed that this copy be 
filed as an attachment to Serial 254, in file 100-106670 t JUNE. 
Serial 254 formerly had the original as an attachment; 
however, the original, pursuant to Mr. Tolson 's instructions, 
is now to be retained by Miss Gandy. 


ACTION: 

That the Files It Communications Division file 
the attached copy in accordance with Mr. Tolson 's instructions. 


Enclosure 


JHG:CSH (6) 






I JUN 17 1969 


6 JUN 2 01969 
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RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

, (U.S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NIMBER 76-1185 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 -- 


r 

Serial pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Levis Smith* Jr.* and sent to 
National Archives. / 
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BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY ET AL 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SC 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C. DC) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 * *' 


serial 3*1 (?S pulled from this file 

under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis 

Smith, Jr., 'ind sent to National Archives. 
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Memorandum 


****** 


JUNK 


MS. TOLSON 


DATE: 5/17/68 


C. D. DeLoach 


cc 


n • ' \ 

MARTIN LUTHEIT KING 
(Previous request for *' \ 
electronic coverage 
by Robert F. Kennedy) 

LEAK OF INFORMATION BY DEPARTMENT 


DeLoach 

Sullivan 

Gale 

Bishop 



EtXeisl, J&fw 



Holy. 





5/17/68. 


eisl, JrT^cane over to see ate at 4:15 p. 
asked Me if the rumor was true that vas going around Washington 
the effect that Bobby Kennedy had specifically asked the FBI 
Jto tap the telephone of Martin Luther King. I told Veisl I had not 
beard this rumor. I asked him what prompted his question. He 
replied that he had heard about this several times and, as a matter 
pf fact, a statement had appeared in a recent newspaper article. 


I reminded Weisl that Messrs. Gale, McAndrews, and I had 
[briefed him regarding all activities pertaining to Bobby Kennedy's 
'requests for microphones and telephone taps during his tenure as 
Attorney General. I stated this briefing, as he should recall, 
concerned the basis on which the Department pleaded Immunity in the 
civil suit against our agents in Las Vegas, Nevada. 


??!§!= 

,v i m c5 ^ 

S ^ °9 Weisl stated he remembered the briefing and, as a matter 

IIISMof fact, this was when the information first came to his attention. 

asked Weisl why he was now asking me this specific questioned 
* SE — * re PH e ^ because Drew Pearson had found out about this matter and 

Cc Iprobably would print it in order to embarrass Bobby Kennedy. “ 

— l! I asked Weisl if he had discussed this matter with Drew . 

[PearSop. 


He replied in the affirmative and stated his father, ; 

~ lu ^Bd Weisl, Sr., had also discussed the matter with Pearson". Weisl 
tasked me if the FBI would have any objections to this matter being 
brought out before the public. I told him it appeared as if the 
matter had already been brought out before the public. I stated 
he should keep several -things in mind, i.e., (1) regardless of how * 
such an article was written, a segment of the Negro population of the 
United States would still feel very harshly toward the FBI and 
(D this would obviously cut off some of our sources et information. 





! 


Weisl rebutted this statement with the fact that liehard 
l Harwood of the Washington Post ‘had already printed the fact that. 

Iau 






CdPY SENT TO HR. TOLSON 



T il m/y 




'C rf/s - lc 





'the FBI had accumulated a number of tapes on King, as a result of 
the utilization of microphones. Weisl stated that Pearson mould 
obviously indicate that Bobby Kennedy had ordered the FBI to take 
this action. I told Weisl that, nevertheless, certain Negro groups 
mould still blame the FBI, mhether me mere ordered to take such 
action or not. 

Weisl stated he mould try to keep the above matter from 
being printed, if the FBI felt so strongly about it. I told him 
me held no brief for Kennedy, in viem of the shoddy way in m&ich 
he had treated the FBI; hovever, me did not want to be involved 
in any political maneuvers and action of this nature mould most 
certainly concern politics. Weisl stated he mould try to keep 
this from appearing. 

Richard Harwood did include in his recent article on the 
Director a statement that the FBI had several tapes on Martin Luther 
King, as a result of the utilization of microphones. This fact has 
also appeared in a number of other newspapers. Apparently Weisl 

has discussed this matter mith Pearson Pmarson desiring to print 

the facts in order to embarrass Kennedy. 

The record is quite clear, through the medium of memoranda 
mritten by former employee Courtney Evans, that Kennedy first 
requested electronic coverage; hovever, Evans succeeded in talking 
him out of it. Several months later Bvans approached Kennedy and 
requested permission for suck coverage, at vhich time Kennedy approve' 
this coverage. While an expose of such facts could obviously hurt 
Kennedy, such action voulid also harm the FBI from a public relations 
standpoint. We, therefore, should have no part in it and should 
discreetly discourage such action if brought to our attention. 


ACTION - 

If such an article is printed by Pearson, me should 
follow a strict '*no comment" policy. 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandurr ^ OUTE IN ENVELOPS as 


Mr. V. C. Sulliv 


C. D. Brenn 


aar^j^ 


DATE: 5/1/68 


MARTI! LUTHER KING, JR. 


JUII 




Am you recall , a blind memorandum vas prepared 
at the request of Mr, De Loach setting forth viretaps on King 
approved under written signature of former Attorney General 
Robert F. Kennedy. Since the memorandum, which is dated 
April 9, 1968, was subsequently routed to the Director and 
other Bureau officials, it is being filed as an enclosure to 
this memorandum in order that it may be properly recorded in 
Bureau file. 


ACT I OH: 


100-106670 


For your information. 


Enclos 




1 - Mr. V. C. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 
1 - Mr. M. J. Rozanus 
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April 9, 196*1 >*> Ct ; n ' al 

I Mr. Ft Vw . - 


ImV^ 
V.r. 1^.'r - 


f * v' Robert F. Kennedy, during the period he was Attorney ! 

^ (General, not only approved recommendations for electronic — \ 

g-S; I surveillances but he Initially requested such coverageL. These 

g-jP • fare the facts: 

Former Assistant Director C. A. Evans by memorandum 
^ # r dated July 16, 1963, to former Assistant to the Director 

t * \ A* H. Belmont reported that he, Evans, contacted Kennedy at 

£ t I his request on that date. Kennedy pointed out that in view of 

p i ~ possibly communist influence in racial matters, he desired 

l [ telephone coverage of King* and Clarence Benjamin Jones f a 

iyi Mew York attorney who had close association with King.- Evans 

ijl ' pointed out to Kennedy that King was in constant travel status 

* and it was, therefore, doubtful that a telephone surveillance 

&:{ I . 'at his office or home would be productive. Also Evans raised 

?f: I (a question as to the repercussions if it should ever become 

r £ 7 I known that such a surveillance had been put on King. Kennedy 

jffji i 'replied that this did not concern him in the least. 

I a * .- o By memorandum dated July 25, 1963, from Evans to 

• \Belmont, Evans reported that Kennedy stated he was of the 

nm - | opinion that his request for telephone surveillance on King 

# (had been ill-advised and that he was withdrawing his request. 

^ i ^ Memorandum of October 7, 1963, to the Attorney General 

Pq| from the Director requested a telephone surveillance on King 

% iat his residence 563 Johnson Avenue, northeast, Atlanta, Georgia, 

ijl (This wu approved under the written signature of Kennedy dated 

i*2| ’ October 10, 1963. A telephone surveillance was installed on 

Bovenber 8, 1963, and discontinued on April 30, 1965. 

| v .. Memorandum dated October 18, 1963, to the Attorney 

.5 f General requested a telephone surveillance on King at his 

- office, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 330 t 

Auburn Avenue^ Bertheast, Atlanta, Georgia. This was approved £5? 
I on the written signature of Kenne dy dated October SI, 1963. : 

j3L< J Telephone surveillance Vss^lnst ailed on October SI, 1963, 

I sad discontinued on June SI, 1966. „ *i- *18 

While Kennedy did personally sign two requests for 
£sj telephone surveillances on King, he did mot sign any microphone * 


surveillance requests. The micro Dhone surveillances were out 


* V >£. f 06 - 

’>• ▼ ~ 1 ~ gttosue 



is 


I on by Bureau officials (The Director, Belmont , Sullim, k 
Baumgardner) acting under general authority relating to the 
Attorney General. During 1964 microphone surveillance core rage 


itlsfts.4 An fins H 4 


wmM pi&Cvu vu uiui 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Honolulu, Hawaii; Los Angeles, California 
Detroit, Michigan; San Francisco, California; and Savannah, 
Georgia. 

By memorandum dated March 4, 1964, from F^ J. 
Baumgardner to Mr. W. C. Sullivan recommended and approved 
that Evans perso nally deli ver to the Attorney General a copy 
of a "Top Secret^BMpj^J^* memorandum containing results of 
microphone surveillances of Sing and his associates while at 
the Willard Hotel In Washington, D. C. , during January 5 - 7 # j 
1964, and during February 18 - 25, 1964, while Sing was In 
H onolulu. Hawaii, and Los Angeles. Call 


t also contained Hing f s vilification of the late President and 
his wife. The memorandum was delivered by Ivans on March 10 , 1964 

Memorandum from Evans to Belmont of September 11, 1964, 
reported that Sennedy before leaving office had instructed 
that the "Top Secret" memorandum submitted to him by the FBI 
be returned to the Bureau since he did not feel this material 
should go to the general Departmental files. Evans recommended 
that the copy of the material be destroyed. 

Instructed that it was mot to be destroyed but kept in file 
with Evans 9 memorandum. The contents of the "Top Secret" 

| memorandum clearly indi cate that the information came from a 
J microphone surveillance 
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“ United states government 


( 


Memorandum 




Mr. W. C. Sulllvaj^ 




AV 


1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 


date April 18, 1968 


FROM 


C. D. Brennari 


/ JPNB <0i 

fcs, A EX T , B YOhi 


Rozamus 
. Hidge way 


SUBJECT 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


v so» - Fcm ii. i-2. ~ 


i 


J 





This is to advise you of past electronic surveillances 
that we had installed for the purpose of securing intelligence data 
concerning the late Martin Luther King, Jr., former President of 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). V\ 



Hv a 2/22/64 

> 

<3/19/64 




>4/23/64 

?' < 

_ "4/24/64 

CJ -J 

7/7/64 

\ ' 100-106670 

RLR:sss 

6 


563 Johnson Avenue, N. E. , * 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Willard Hotel, Washington, 
Shroeder Hotel, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin 

Hilton Hawaiian Village, 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
Ambassador Hotel, Los Angelas 
California I • 

Microphone i i r Hyatt House Motel, yjy, 

' Los Angeles, California 

Microphone Statler Hotel, Detroit, 

REC 8Mich i gan /oO-/ 0£/ja -3f 

Microphone Senator , !Til*TyMt-*-i 

California 

Wiretap Hyatt HoneAWWjg^os Ange 

California J 

tap Hyatt Ho«M£jfa*'e1 . T*nwa Angflet 


Claiiified hy 

Exempt from 
Date oi Declassilic: 



Cal 


SPEC. U 





CONTINUED ^ O' 


-V. 




Memorandum C. D. Brennan 
HE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
100-106670 

Installed Discontinued 


to Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
JR. J 




Location 


7/7/64 

8/14/64 

8/22/64 

9/28/64 

1/8/65 

1/28/65 

3/29/65 

5/12/65 


7/9/64 

9/8/64 

8/27/64 

10/2/64 

1/11/65 

1/31/65 

3/31/65 

5/13/65 


10/14/65 10/15/65 
10/28/65 10/30/65 
11/29/65 11/30/65 


Microphone 

Wiretap 

Wiretap 

Microphone 

Microphone 

Microphone 

Microphone 

Microphone 

Microphone 

Microphone 

Microphone 


Hyatt House Motel, Los Angeles, 
California I 

125 East 72nd Street, 1 

New York, New York 1 

Claridge Hotel, Atlantic Citw, 
New Jersey } 

Manger Hotel, Savannah, Georgka 
Park Sheraton Hotel, \ 

New York, New York 
Americana Hotel, 

New York, New York 
Park Sheraton Hotel, 

New York, New York 
Sheraton Atlantic Hotel, 

New York, New York 
Astor Hotel, 

New York, New York 
New York Hilton Hotel, 

New York, New York 
Americana Hotel, 11 

New York, New York 


In addition to the above coverage of King, the following 
coverage was afforded the SCLC. 

Installed Discontinued Type Location 


10/24/63 1/24/64 Wiretap 
11/8/63 6/21/66 Wiretap 
7/13/64 7/31/64 Wiretap 


Location 

New York Office 
Atlanta Headquarters 
New York Office 


All of the above wiretap surveillances were authorized 1 
under the signature of the then Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy! 
who on 10/10/63 authorized the coverage pf King's residence and anl 
other future address to which he may move , and the New York Office |c 
SCLC. He also authorized wiretap coverage of King and the Atlantal 
headquarters of SCLC on 10/21/63. These authorizations were given! 
during the administration of President John F. Kennedy. I 

( Attorney General Kennedy did not sign any microphone J 
surveillance requests. Microphone surveillances were authorized my 
Bureau officials acting on general authority relating to the I 
Attorney General. J 


None. For information. 


r-m 


- 2 - 
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m 




the nlcrop 
Luther Kin 
Conference 
^ tines Atto 



Sg ST involved, 
Nfl microphone 
Robert F. 

^ Microphone 


dates indi 
in the fol 




i l] 


rfTu h Inatlllled 

I M fel 5/12/65 


10/14/65 


5/13/65 


10/15/65 


11/29/65 11/30/65 


Sheraton Atlantic 
note! 

Hew York, Hew York 

As tor Hotel 

Hew York, Hew York 

Aner leant Hotel 
Hew York, Hew York 


5/17/65 


10/19/65 

12/1/65 


Attorney General Robert F , Kennedy was furn ished j 

I an eight page "Top Secret ** nenorandun Htte d^BJM^^ated 
March 4, 1 96^. Thia n enorandun Is a sunnary o^iicr ophone 
dOVerage afforded King^|IH|HtfHH^lHHili^H^ 1® the o' 
Willard Hotel, Washington, D. c^Hilton Hawaiian Village, 

I Honoluln, Hawaii; Anbassador Hotel, Los Angeles, California, 
and the Hyatt House Motel, Los Angeles, California, The < 

I Wording of the nenorandun Is couched in such a^panner that It 
is obvious that a Microphone was the source, 1 ‘Also furnished 

— - * j ^ . a\ r ^ . 


100-106670 

DMWrrwf 

~ W 

JAN 27 1967 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


V" 


^ t JXE .IN. ENVELOPE 

S GOVERNMENT sg^L 

Memorandum " “*• ** 

* / date December 15, 

< 4 tit "* 



Hr. V. C. Sullivan \> 


C. D. Brennan 


r 


subject MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


1 - Hr. Sullivan 
1 - Hr* C.D. Brennan 
1 - Mr. Rozamus 
1 - Mr. D.M. Wells 



This Is to advise you of the microphone and wire tap 
, coverage that ve have afforded Martin Luther King, Jr,, President 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, j | f 




As you are aware King has been in close association with 
g. individuals having Communist Party backgrounds since his rise to 
% j prominence in the civil rights field, /Among such individuals 
f M is his principi. advisor Stanley Levison^ a long-time secret 
~ communist whose membership in the Communist Party, USA, has been 
established as late as July, 19632 Clarence Jones, another close 
advisor to King, was a former member and in a position of leadershi] 
in the Labor Youth League, a communist front organization, Bayard 


[Bust in, another of Klng*s close adviso; 
(Communist League in the early 1940* s 





I* 7 CO 

On October 10, 1963, Attorney. General Robert Kenned 
approved technical surveillances on King^ s curre nt residence ox 
at any further address to which he may movs^ Re^ also approved the 
technical^ surveillance OTTHie Southern Christian Leaderships f | 

Conference Mew York ~City Office' or any other address to which it V/ 
may be moved^ ^ ^ 


A wire tap was installed on Klng 9 s residence, 563 Johnson 
Avenue, northeast, Atlanta, Georgia, on November 8, 1963, and 
discontinued on April 30, 1965, when King moved from this address, I 
was not relnstltuted on his new residence, 






From October 24, 1963, to January 24, 1964, and from 
I July 7, 1964, to July 31, 1964, a wire tap was maintained on the 
//Southern Christian Leadership Conference New York City Office, 
t Injgddit ion , on October 21 $ 1963, Attorney GeneralKennedy auth orial 
! pjiAriltap on the Southern Christian Leadership CbnferencR' i 

f [ Hemftguarteri at Atlanta, GeoiYin,_which was maintained f rom. r\A 

j . jovem bpr 8^1963, to June 21, 1966, when Attorney General-Ml^ola^ 
4flcXat zenbach ordered it discontinued since he thought 
?l be-'NTeJudlc ial to, the possible prosecution of Kota V 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference pf f ic ial, under -Inters t a 
Transportation of Stolen Motor Vehicles Statutes, 

J 1 100-10667* £ Mi C 18 'V 

WIN: 



\infr entered ^ 


c 



* 


t 

V 


Memorandum to Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
MM: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

100-106670 




H 


• In addition to the foregoing we itintiined 16 

I ■i?. r ®5K°S S Md 1 wire taps of __a few days duration at war long 
l hotels and one temporary residence. These were installed 
I l^^se of the possibility of a meeting between King and hi* 

» \communist advisors. The 4 wire taps were installed under the 
original authority given by the Attorney General on 10/10/63 
concerning King v s residences. VJL^ 

I Attorney General Katzenbach was specifically 

I notified of three of these microphone installations. JfaLeach 
| of these three Instances the Attorney General was advised | j | 
j *5**. * trespass was involved In the installation^ UL 

I t J n addition, concerning microphone coverage of i 

1 King, Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy was furnished the 
Pertinent information obtained, perusal of which would indicate 
| that a microphone was the source of this information. 


ACTION: 


m.c : 


None. For information. 
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DATE OFimASSIFICATlfN INDEFINITE. 


- 2 - 


St^ET 



5-U3 (1-10-tlJ f 

Domestic Intelligence Division 
j INFORMATIVE NOTE 

12/17/66 

Dot* 

Attached conversation between 
Stanley Levlson and Chauncey 
Eskridge relates to possibility of 
electronic surveillance coverage 
by FBI of Martin Luther King. A 
Levlson is long-tine secret ^ 
communist and Eskridge is a ChitfTg 
attorney; both are King advisors. 

We did maintain telephone tan 
coverage of King from Hovenbei^ljL 

JH :c r c 

■V \ c ClaVilicd by j 




VOX 


WA 


JJI 









FD-i« (R,wt-2J-«41 


*• Trass nit tbs following in . 

AIRTEL 


Dote: 12/16/66 


(Type in plaintext or code) 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 


SAC, MEW YORK (100-136585) 


sM 


SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ^ 

■EM G- ffi^rrf/(-Ce) t ,imi > jii7- 

rt«i — aw- ' t' 

Re telephone conversation. 12/E/66. between 
SAC DONALD E. RONEY of NY and Inspector JOSEPH SIZOO. — 
of the Bureau concerning conference of STANLEY LEVISONM 
and CHAUNCEY(ESKRIDG^ lolCj) 

*>&n 12/16/66 a source close to 



STANLpreXEVISON , advised that Information had ./ 

come to his attention which disclosed that LEVISON -inl- 
and CHAUNCEY ( CHAUNCEYVtSKRIDGE , Chicago att orney artflT 
adviser to KING) $ were in contact on that "date . Accading 
to the information received by “die source, their contact 
was in regard to the current controversy over tavesdroppi 
Their comments were as follows: 

LEVI SON : "This ’ is t«om£thing we ha*e Renown 

about for years. We never knew who it was and chances ^ 
are it was not just one but several. Surely the local^j 
community used to do it, but anytime he (KING) talked*P 
on the phone he knew he had visitors." x 


CHAUNCEY: "That’s the first time that it ^ever | 

came out knowledgeable that the FBI was doing this.^ K 

P'- Bureau (RM) tffr * ) Q(j ~ 

1 - New York ' 4 

i 3 ‘ . -(Ol 1 0EC 238® 




V -jNrf-.fr ■> V <>i : • v iMMtMM&frrtlJf ■. •*< f» 



s sL 

' g .2^.' 


<Y 190-13658S 


LEVISOK: "Oh yea. That’s right. Although 

actually it was communicated to him (KING)". 

CHAUNCEY: "We knew it but the public didn't know it. 

LEVISON: "The public didn't know it." 

CHAUNCEY: "Except that Hoover (Director Hoover 

of the FBI) called that press conference after that little 
flap about him. Then Hoover disclosed to newsmen in an ^ 
off the record meeting of news women. Remember he had 
the conference with the news women." 

LEVISON; "That is right. Yea. What did he 
say that time to the news women?" fir 

CHAUNCEY: "It was stated in the press that it 

was off the record, but that he told things about ML (KING) 
that they allegedly didn't know before. We never knew what 
he said, but the fact that he did communicate to news women^B 
this information is how Reston knew about it." 

LEVISON: "It's always been well known that they 

have secret files on everybody from the President down, 
and this the press has talked about. As a matter of fact, 
it came up at that time because they said what's going ^B 
to happen to those confidential files when Hoover resigns 
or dies. Who gets them? And of course everyone in 
Washington is nervous about that." 


CHAUNCEY: 


don't blame them." 


LEVISON: "This sort of thing you see, has a funny 

kind of quality to it. People are nervous — on the otherhand, 
the fella who has them can't use them because then 
he's in trouble. So it's a kind of equilibrium, . 

t gets established. One of .those funny stories I - 
"lapeeabe r from years ago was the racketeer Dutch Sfchultz* 

•fit -of the big operators in this area. He knew his P hox&l 9^V 
:JWI always tapped. And he never entered a phone 
^pavers at ion without saying, *1 hope your ears fall off 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


i* J Kqpfy, Phut R^/ir m 

(IS) 100-106670 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 2053 $ 
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January 21 , 1966 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 


MARTIN LUTHER K 


This Bureau’s investigation of communist 
influence In Vaclal matters has developed considerable 


KING, JR. 
ion of coma 


information indicating the influence upon Martin Luther 
King, Jr., headsof the Southern Christian Leadership 


Conference, by individuals with subversive backgrounds such 
as Stanley David Levi son, Harry Wachtel, Bayard Rust in and 


others* From timexto time. King meets with these Individuals 
and coverage of these meetings by this Bureau results in the 
obtaining of evldence\Of the Influences upon King as well as 
information concerning the tactics and plans of King and his 
organisation in the civil rights movement. The coverage of . 
these meetings also has developed information concerning 
King’s involvement In the Vietnam situation. These meetingpTh ( 
frequently take place in hotel rooms in New York City. 


On January 20, 1966, information was received that 
King plans to arrive in New Yo^k City on January 21, 1966, and 
will stay at the Americana HotejL 52nd Street and 7th Avenue, 
New York City, from January 21, 1?66, until approximately 
January 25, 1966. We also had information that King planned 


to meet with his advisors this week in New York City. 
Because of the importance of the meeting and the urge 


Because of the importance of the meeting and the urgency of 
the situation, a microphone surveillance was effected 


January 21, 1966, on King in Rooms 34^5 - 3437, Americana t* 
Hotel, New York City. /This surveillance Involved trespass. ^ 


It will be immediately /discontinued upon his departure. 


Very truly you 


•W CU«ifi< 
IS Exempt 
-# • • Dete o I ] 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


DS, 


lA^icau /n 



jsuaoscR* 
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Pagels) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


HZ! Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable 

material available for release to you. 

CD Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

□ Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 

was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 

as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability' upon return of the materia! to the FBI. 


Page(8) withheld for the following reason(s): 


For your infoimation: U/l AtA MAsAk. *7jL\ 




The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

/60 -/6CC76 y ; 
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Mr®* Hoover - 

ft* Obviously these are particularly 
delicate surveillances and we 
should be very cautious in terms 
the non-FBI people who may from 
time to time necessarily be involved 
In some aspect of installation* y 

HdeK (Katzenbach) 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


UJ* 
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-106670 


WASHINGTON* D.C. IOSJS 

December l f 1965 


r 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL „ _ . - ft' 

jur\)H 

RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

This Bureau 9 s Investigation of the communist 
influence in racial matters has developed considerable inf or* 
nation Indicating the influence upon Martin Luther King, Jr., 
head of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, by 
individuals with subversive backgrounds such as Stanley David 
Levison, Harry Vachtel, Bayard Rustin7and others. From time 
to time, King meets vith these Individuals and coverage of 
these meetings by this Bureau results in the obtaining of 
evidence of the Influences upon King as well as information 
concerning the tactics and plans of King and his organization 
In the civil rights movement. The coverage of these meetings 
also has developed information concerning King 9 s involvement 
in the Vietnam situation. These meetings frequently take 
place in hotel rooms in New York City. 



On November 29, 1965, information was obtained that 
King was to spend the night of November 29, 1965, at the 
Americana Hotel, 52nd Street and 7th Avenue, New York City. 

Ve also had information that King planned to meet with his 
advisors while in New York Citft November 29*30, 1965. 

Because of the importance of the meeting and the urgency of 
the situation, a microphone surveillance was effected November 29, 
1965, on King in Rooms 3609-3611, Americana Hotel, New York City. 
This surveillance /involved trespass/knd was discontinued on fj 
November 30, 19657 
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■ROUTE IN ENVELOPE 


me-* "' ' 

CIS) 100-10667B 


Mr 1, IMS 


1 - Br. fclwt 

— obabmb w t n> attcbbw wnui i . *i« 8 Boise* 

1 - Br. Boll I t** 

bbi urn ukhbb ub, a. i _ *r. Bland 

i — Hr . Baumgardner 

“ It. 

Ala Bmii'a ImatlfittM mt t Be aaanlat ^***7 


Ex-i&a 


lifliaKt U ne&tl aattan ta* developed considerable Infer- 
ant Ion indicating tka lnflaeac# «po* Marti* Luther Cine, Jr., s 

bead at tk* Boat bar* CkrUtlu UMarahlf Conference, By 
individual* with subversive backgrounds sock ** Stanley Barid 
Levi son, Harry Wnehtel, Bayard Basti* and others, rroa tine 
«• tia*. tlM M(ta Vita tkaaa individual* md cararaia «f 
Ikaaa aaiMan by thi* Bum* nmIU i* tka obtaining at, 
evidence ad tka iafl aa a c a a apoa Blag a a aall aa iafomatlo* 
concerning tka tactic* aad plan# of Bing aad bl* *r»aalM«.oa - 
la tba Civil rights aova a ent. Tb* cover**# at these Meeting* 
also has developed iaformatlea coneeralag King's involvoaeat- = _ 

la tb* Tietaaa sltaatioa. These Meet lags frequently tabo^T . ~ s 
place la hotel room la Be* York City. _ _ 

£r.\’ ' ' «a Boveaber », IMS.inforaatlon aaa obtained that g ^ 
King fu to spend tba sight of Boveabo r M, IMS. at tbd' ^ = 
iaaricaaa Botol. SSad Street aad fth Aroa as, Bo* Tort City. H * ® 
Vo also bad Information that Slag p l a nn ed to aoot with bio - ^ 

adrioers ahile la Bo* Tork City, Bovoabor B9-30, IMS. g - 

Boosaao of tb* bpertaaea *d tb* aoetiag aad tb* argoaey at *5? 
tba altmatloa. a ai ar op b oM aarvoftllaae* *aa offset** Boveabor », 
IMS, on King in Boons S609-S611, kaer leans Botol, Bo* Tork City. 
Thin surveillance iarolrod trsopass aad van diocoatianed oo 
Boveabor SB. IMS* 



SENT FROM D. 0 
TIME fel&i ^ 
DATE LX^LJS. 


Boapoctfmlly, 


i Bdgar » 
Biroe to* 


skx son PACK S. 
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„ H" 1 ***** *«■ *• lM|irter U Mr. Mllna 

U/W/«3 reported the telepheale nqtwt of tkt lev Torts Office 
11/2B/&5 ter ntkerlt^ te w> » InUlUtlas «f tk* atcropbooe 
eareelUaaee. Xa elee ef the ergeacy «f the el tut 1<m uU ea 
^ f •* tmll eeeerlty, they were 1 m tree ted te 

aeke tfce iaatalUtlee. Oe the alteram ef 11/M/S9, the 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

-Memorandum ROUTE IN ENVELOPE g« 


Mr. Sulliva* 


JUKI 


DATE: 11/29/65 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


F. J. Baumgardner 
0+ 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 




r> 


1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 

1 - Mr. Baumgardner 
- Mr. Bland 
1 - Mr. Donohue 
1 - Mr. Phillip^ yy 
V 

\ 7 fy jj 

... Special Agent in Charge feoney^? New York Office, " 
called this morning (11/29/65) an£ advieed that Martin Luther 
l King, Jr., and some of hie associates have a reservation at 
I the Americana Hotel in New York City, arrival about 2 p.*., 

!! today (11/29/65).. King will probably stay only one night as 
he is to be in Washington, D. C. , 11/30/65. King and his 
party will have Rooms 3609 — 3611. The New York Office has 
available Room 3509 from which it advises it can maintain a 
microphone surveillance on King, with full security assured VjU 
and without the use of any wiring. 


We have had prior information that King will meet 
with some of his advisors with communist backgrounds, such 
as£jjt anley Levisdn and Harry Wachtel^ These conferences 


* as£5tanley LevisOa and Harry Wachtel^ These conferences q t \ 
3 V with his advisors have shown the communist influence upon U ) 

v King relative to the racial situation as well as the Vietnam ^ -7 
situation. 


^ The New York Office requested authority to make the 

microphone surveillance installation immediately with full L*. 
security assured and also requested authority for expenditure of 



Up to $35 per day for the monitoring room. 

On New York’s assurance tha16 fdll Mbcurity was 


ACTION: 


o^/ 'b(p <t To - 2-1 9 


VD KOV ll/r* O ***■* PWVMA — 

( available and since time was of the essence, New York was told 
to go ahead with the installation as -planned and was also 
authorized the necessary expenditure for the monitoring room. 
Inasmuch as the installation will be made today (11/29/65) and 
deactivated immediately upon King’s departure, probably 11/M0/65, 
.]«* •!!! promptly submit a memorandum to the Attorney General {±_ 
1 advising when the installation was made and ^when it was taken 
‘off. A ~ 


1 - M. F. Row 



100-106670 
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FD-JS {*•*. S-23-44) 


Transmit the loHowing in . 
Via AIRTEL 


Date: 12/1/65 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


( Priority ) 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI ( 100-106670) 

FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (IOO-I36585) 


SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER “KING, JR. 

SM-C 


Re Bureau telephone call by Inspector J.A.SIZOO, 
11/30/65, authorizing installation of misur coverage of KING 
at the Americana Hotel, New York City, 11/29-30/65. 

On 11/29/65, at 3:45 PM, coverage was effected on 
rooms 3609-36^^therooms assigned to KING and A NDRE W YOUNG. 

The source JHHjMjHKwas monitored from rofefft 3!!$9| b(?) A 7(g) 

On 11/30/65, at 1:30 PM, coverage was discontinued 
f ollowing KING* s departure , 


t 8/1 


- ut & t? '1*° 


"O Bureau (IOO-IO6670)' (rm) ; 

New York (IOO-I36585) ( 4 &J 121 *-'** 


JMKi ffpA 


IB OEC ji «8 


1B> UQck 



BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U. S.D.C. , D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARH5CE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U. S.D.C. , D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


Serial pulled from this file under court order of 

U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 





RE: 


BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U. S . D. C. *. D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

souther:: Christian leidesshi? conference (sclc) 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL aCTlON NUMBER 76-1186 


Serial pulled from this' file under court order of 
U.s. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 
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FD-36 (R»». 10-29-*5) 


Transmit the following in . 


AIRTEL 


Date: 11/9/65 


(Type in plain text or code) 


SUBJECT 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

SAC, NEW YORK (IOO-I 36585 ) 

MARTIN LUTUEJMCING, JR. 
SM-C 




Re Bureau telephone call dated 10/28/65, 
authorizing misur coverage of KING at the New York Hilton Hotel, 

10/28/65. 

On IO/ 28 / 65 , at 2:30 p.m., misur coverage was 
effected on room 2307-2308, KING'S rooms at the NY Hilton 

Th o amiv*r>o <«_ 

*>.— nao uiuiubui'cu 1 I'Uill X"U Uffi 

2206. On IO/ 3 O/ 65 , at 2;00*p.m., the source was discontinued. 


/*\ L OATE /s 

( 3 -Bureau (100-106670 ^ (RNrt ' ' * 

"t-NY (100-136585) (42) ' ' ' ' ‘ ‘ - 

Is r v ’ Xjp REC-35. ,0 O'/o U 70-2011 


sO'* mv/jsss / 
// AzmAti 


f W / m i I / _ A 14V 

v*i s«u WW* dSMfaa 


Approved: ^L/L Sent . 

wny 1 ~ - s sp {,fA3ent ln Char9e 


D#0IIUE 

SPEC^'.tt, p?t 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNME jj^OUTE Il’T Ei-^^ELOP E„ 

Memorandum in! | 

Mr. Su|lj^^ DATE 10/29/65 l 


Jim 


from F* J* Baumgardpep^ 

-V 

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


OATE: 10/29/65 


X - Mr* Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Baumgardner 
1 - Mr. Donohue 
X - Mr. Phillips 


At 11 a.i>, J.0/28/65 I too k a telephone call 
rom the New York Office 

who advised that they had just obtained Information that 
Martin Luther King, Jr., was to arrive in New York City at 
12:49 p.m. that date (10/28/6 5) and that he was planning on 
staying at theHilt on Hote l. flHHH|Mfc>aid that they b'lCc) 
were in a position to insta.ll , with full security assured, a a 
microphone surveillance (misur) to cover King's activities / 
because of the commun^^inf^jences frequently revealed ( 

concerning King. deques ted authority for the _ -* 

installation and expenditure of $30 perda^forthe rental 
of_^^oom for monitoring purpo ses. 

JS^^^fajOuld be used and ^ j 

■■■MHHI^HB|H|||HRIB^Be"aus e time was of the , ' 

essence, I gaveJ^Umthe necessary authority on his^J^y^^ 
assurance of full security. 

The New York Office telephonic ally^advised^toda^ 
(10/29/65) that the misur had been installed to cover King's l nfr\\ 
room at the Hilton Hotel but that to date no unusual w 


Inte lligen ce had been forthcoming nor was there~~ahy indication 
thalP there would be. It appeared to the New York Office that 
King's stay in New York City was for the purpose of meeting 
a speech commitment in Westchester County the night of 10/29/65. 
New York advised that the misur would be discontinued immediately 
upon King's departure. _ a f\J 


RECOMMENDATION: 


In view of the apparent lack of Intel ligenceHo- be 
derived from the misur in this instance, it is recommended 
that no further action be taken. This is for your informatic 


o -20. 

\V 


\fb£n /co -//. it jo -£$$$ 

100-106670 / V^Z, — — , K 7 ' 

FJB: deh NOV 10 ®65 ^ 

B NOV 17 1965 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BURE At OF INVESTIGATION 




tm tlwply, Ptmue Refar to 

"•'A* (IS) 100-106670 . 



Washington, D.c. mis 


October 19, 1965 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, 


This Bureau* s invest igat Ion of the commuhist influ- 
ence in racial matters has developed considerable information 
Indicating the influence upon Martin Luther King, Jr., head 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, by individuals 
with subversive backgrounds such as Stanley David Lev Ison, 
Harry Wachtel, Bayard Rust in and others. From time to time, 
King meets with these individuals and coverage of these 
meetings by this Bureau results in the obtaining of evidence 
of the influences upon King as well as information concerning 
the tactics and plans of King add his organization in the 
civil rights movement. The coverage of these meetings also 
has developed information concerning King f s involvement in 
Vietnam situation. These meetings frequently take place in^ 
hotel rooms in New York City. 


the, N 


On October 14, 1965, information was obtained that 
King was to spend the night of October 14, 1965, at the 
Astor Hotel in New York City. Ve also had Information that 
King planned to meet with his advisors while in New York City, 
October 14-15, 1965. Because of the importance of the meeting 
and the urgency of the situation, a microphone surveillance 
was effected October 14, 1965, on King in Room 345, Astor Hotel,# I 
44th Street and Broadway Avenue, New York City. This surveil- ^ 
lance involved trespass and was discontinued on October 15, 1965. 












■naunxnr toe the ittorhki general 


This saeorandus Is claasif iad "Secret" (lie* it 
coKtfBv a alcropboDt Burrailluctf uiiMthoriiad ilfcloturi 
of which could result In carious dnncgs to the Bureau’s i | 
security eo verse* to the datr leant *f national security. ^ 

f 

Memoran dum from W.C# Sullivan to Mr. Belmont 
10/14/65 reported the telephontc request of the Hew York Office 
10/14/65 for authority to sake Installation of the microphone 
surveillance. Ia Tier of the urgency of the situation and on 
Mew York’s assurance of full security, they were Instructed to 
sake the installatioiu_Jfe^grk airtel 10/15/65 reported^hat 
this survei llances s installed in Moos 345 mm \JL 

was discontinued 1 p.s., 10/15/65. 

bL*> 
la l(P). 
loTltJ 





FD-3* (R»v. 3-22*44) 


0 


Date: 10/15/65 


Transmit the following in . 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


AIRTEL 


SUBJECT 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 


SAC, NEW YORK (IOO-I 36585 ) 
MARTIN LUTHER I^INQ 


MARTIN LUTHER KINO 
SM-C 


i'?i 


bC 2 -) to 7 (d) 

a misur / 


On 10/14/65, at 6:00 a misur / 

Installed room 345/ Astor Hotel, Times square, NYC, registered 
to subject. Informant monitored room 445, Astor Hotel. 


On' 10/15/65, at 1:00 p.m., informant discontinued. 


Security assured. 


^3-Bureau (100-106670) (RM) 3rh T / „ 

1-NY (100-136585) «yOCT16)96f / 

JJKirav ' 4 /^ 




I co< ^ 

v/^roved: 

6 NOV 2^^3S ent ln C1 >arge' 
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Memorandum OUTS' IN ENVELOPE 


SUBJECT: 


Ur. Belmojfct 
*. C. Sullivu 

'o 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


date. 10/14/65 

- Mr. Belmont 

- Mr. Sullivsn 

- Mr. Baumgardner 

- Mr. Donohue 

- Mr. Phillips 

JUNE 




The New York Office called me this afternoon 
(10/14/65) and advised that Martin Luther King, Jr. f ha 
reservation for tonight at the Astor Hotel in New York City. | 

He is to be in Room 445. The New York Office has available 
Room 435 from which It advises it can maintain, with 
security assured, a microphone surveillance on King. 

King has recently been conferring with his advisors 
witji ^communist backgrounds, such asfstanley David Levison and 
Harry WachteV*?on his visits to New York City. We have specific 
information that he plans to seeliachtel/on this visit. His ^ 
conferences with these advisors have shown the communist S^j\ 
influence upon King relative to racial matters as well as 
Vietnam situation. 

) 

The New York Office requested authority to make l| f 
the microphone Installation immediately with full security^ 
assured. - . 

ACTION : 

r-, On New York’s assurance that full security was 

available and since time was of essence, 1 told New York 
to go ahead with the installation as planned. I also * 1 1 
authorized the necessary expenditure for the room for<: «v 
monitoring purposes. ^ eiuc , -/h Ff.Cr. bet if ^re^ortf. 

100-106670 


SFP:d eh 41^6 
(7) 






VEC 1 ((/•/' jtyQ I 


CCT 26 1965 
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-- The aforementioned is brought to the Bureaiis 

and Atlanta's attention for whatever assistance it 
might afford in the future. 




